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Fig ure  1. Fro nt o f the  Bie rma nn ho use , fro m lo we r le ve l d rive wa y (se e  lo we r le ve l 

flo o r p la n fo r p ho to  va nta g e  p o int). 
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INTRO DUCTIO N  

 
The  o b je c tive  o f this re p o rt is to  p ro vid e  a  fra me wo rk fo r und e rsta nd ing  the  

histo ric  func tio ns a nd  c urre nt sig nific a nc e  o f the  Ad o lp h Bie rma nn ho use , a s we ll 

a s to  b e g in to  e xp lo re  the  p o ssib ilitie s fo r its re sto ra tio n a nd  e ve ntua l re use .  To  

this e nd , it will first o utline  the  site ’ s d e ve lo p me nt a nd  o wne rship  histo ry within the  

c o nte xt o f histo ric  e ve nts, a nd  e va lua te  its sig nific a nc e .  The  ho use ’ s struc ture , a s 

we ll a s the  ma te ria ls a nd  me tho d s o f its c o nstruc tio n a nd  its c urre nt c o nd itio n, 

will b e  d o c ume nte d  with p ho to g ra p hs a nd  me a sure d  d ra wing s.  Fina lly, 

c o nsid e ring  a ll o f this info rma tio n, re c o mme nd a tio ns will b e  o ffe re d  fo r 

p re se rva tio n a nd  re use  o f the  site .  

 

The  sc o p e  o f suc h re c o mme nd a tio ns a nd  p la ns will b e  fo c use d  o n a n 

imme d ia te  c o nc e rn with sa fe g ua rd ing  a nd  sta b ilizing  the  b uild ing  until lo ng e r-

te rm p re se rva tio n o b je c tive s ha ve  b e e n fo rmula te d  a nd  fund s to  a c hie ve  the m 

a re  a va ila b le .  By te mp o ra rily slo wing  the  p ro p e rty’ s d e te rio ra tio n, the ir 

imp le me nta tio n sho uld  a llo w fo r the  c re a tio n o f a  susta ina b le , la rg e r stra te g y fo r 

its ma inte na nc e  a nd  p re se rva tio n.  With c a re ful p la nning , this ne a rly 150-ye a r-o ld  

ho me  will c o ntinue  to  b e  a va ila b le  fo r inte rp re ta tio n, stud y a nd  e njo yme nt fo r 

ma ny ye a rs to  c o me . � 
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STUDY SUMMARY 

 

The  Ad o lp h Bie rma nn ho use  is the  o ld e st d o c ume nte d  struc ture  in the  

Ma yo wo o d  Histo ric  Distric t, liste d  o n the  Na tio na l Re g iste r o f Histo ric  Pla c e s in 

1982, a nd  is a lso  a mo ng  the  o ld e st struc ture s in O lmste d  Co unty.  O nc e  the  

re sid e nc e  o f a  suc c e ssio n o f fa rm fa milie s, inc lud ing  two  with tie s to  lo c a l a nd  

sta te  g o ve rnme nt, the  ho use  wa s a c q uire d  b y Dr. Cha rle s H. Ma yo  in 1907 a nd  

b e c a me  the  sta rt o f his 3,300 a c re  Ma yo wo o d  e sta te . 

 

The  site  wa s use d  in va rio us wa ys b y thre e  g e ne ra tio ns o f the  Ma yo  fa mily, mo st 

no ta b ly a s the  re sid e nc e  o f Mrs. C ha rle s W. Ma yo ’ s p a re nts.  While  living  in the  

ho use , Mrs. Ma yo ’ s fa the r ma na g e d  Ma yo wo o d ’ s fa rms fo r ma ny ye a rs a nd  his 

wife  b e c a me  its lo ng e st-te rm re sid e nt.  As mo re  re c e nt g e ne ra tio ns o f the  fa mily 

ha ve  d ive ste d  the mse lve s o f p ro p e rty a nd  b ro ke n up  the  e sta te , ho we ve r, the  

Bie rma nn ho use  ha s fa lle n up o n ha rd e r time s.  The  ho use  wa s sub -d ivid e d  into  

two  re sid e ntia l re nta l units a nd  ha s we a the re d  se ve ra l d e c a d e s o f le a sing  to  

me d ic a l re sid e nts a nd  o the r yo ung  p ro fe ssio na ls.    

 

O lmste d  C o unty a c q uire d  the  p ro p e rty in 1979, with the  inte ntio n o f inte g ra ting  it 

into  a  p la nne d  re c re a tio n a re a  tha t wa s ne ve r re a lize d , a nd  le a se d  it to  the  

Histo ry Ce nte r o f O lmste d  Co unty in 1991.  Und e r the  Histo ry Ce nte r’ s 

ma na g e me nt, the  ho use  re ve rte d  to  sing le -fa mily use  b y b e c o ming  its Exe c utive  

Dire c to r’ s re sid e nc e .  Sinc e  a  c a ta stro p hic  p lumb ing  fa ilure  in 1999, ho we ve r, the  

ho use  ha s b e e n uno c c up ie d  a nd  witho ut a  p la n to  e nsure  its future .   

 

This re p o rt is a n e ffo rt to  ta ke  a  first ste p  in tha t d ire c tio n.  By d o c ume nting  the  

b uild ing ’ s histo ry, e xa mining  the  c o nte xts in whic h it wa s use d , surve ying  its 

struc tura l fe a ture s a nd  c urre nt c o nd itio n, a nd  ma king  re c o mme nd a tio ns fo r its 

c o nse rva tio n a nd  re sto ra tio n, this wo rk ho p e s to  b e  a  g uid e  to wa rd s re sp o nsib le  

d e c isio ns a b o ut the  Bie rma nn ho use ’ s ma na g e me nt a nd  use . 

 

Histo ric al Summary    

 

O ve r its a p p ro xima te ly 150 ye a r histo ry, the  re d  b ric k struc ture  a t the  e ntra nc e  to  

the  Ma yo wo o d  e sta te  ha s b e e n o wne d  a nd  use d  b y fig ure s sig nific a nt to  

O lmste d  C o unty a nd  Minne so ta  histo ry, a s we ll a s the  inte rna tio na l histo ry o f 

mo d e rn me d ic ine .  The  histo ry o f its o wne rship  a nd  mo d e s o f use  is re ve a ling  o f 

ma ny mo ve me nts o f re g io na l p o litic a l, so c ia l, a nd  e c o no mic  histo ry—fro m tre nd s 

in immig ra tio n a nd  se ttle me nt to  the  e vo lutio n o f fa rming  p ra c tic e s, a s we ll a s 

the  p ro g re ssio n o f p o p ula r ta ste , c ha ng ing  sta nd a rd s o f c o mfo rt a nd  p ro p rie ty, 

a nd  nume ro us o the r a sp e c ts o f o rd ina ry life .   

 

Imp o rta ntly, until the  la st e ra  o f its histo ry, the  ho use  wa s use d  fo r simila r p urp o se s 

b y a  suc c e ssio n o f d issimila r p e o p le .  Be g inning  with the  site ’ s se ttle me nt in 1854 

a nd  e nd ing  a p p ro xima te ly with the  d e a ths o f Chuc k a nd  Alic e  Ma yo  in the  la te  

1960s, it wa s c o nsiste ntly a sso c ia te d  with the  b usine ss o f a g ric ulture .  The  ho use  is 

b e lie ve d  to  ha ve  b e e n c o nstruc te d  in the  mid -1860s b y a n e ntre p re ne uria l 

fa rme r fro m Ne w Yo rk na me d  Jo hn FitzJe rro le  Ha rmo n.  During  his twe nty-ye a r 
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o wne rship  o f the  site , p unc tua te d  b y se ve ra l a tte mp ts to  d ive st himse lf o f the  

p ro p e rty b y se lling  it to  o the rs who  ultima te ly c o uld  no t a ffo rd  it, it b e c a me  a n 

e sta b lishe d  fa rmste a d  tha t sp e c ia lize d  in the  c ultiva tio n o f whe a t.   

 

Und e r the  ma na g e me nt o f Ad o lp h Bie rma nn, the  No rwe g ia n immig ra nt who  

e ve ntua lly a c q uire d  the  fa rm, it b e c a me  a  mo re  d ive rsifie d  b usine ss.  Altho ug h 

Jo hn Ha rmo n a lso  wa s a n e le c te d  o ffic ia l in O lmste d  Co unty, Bie rma nn’ s p rima ry 

a mb itio ns se e ming ly we re  p o litic a l.  Afte r thre e  te rms a s Co unty Aud ito r 

b e g inning  in 1874, he  re p e a te d ly so ug ht hig he r p ub lic  o ffic e  until b e ing  

a p p o inte d  ta x c o lle c to r fo r the  sta te  a nd  la te r winning  the  o ffic e  o f Sta te  

Aud ito r.  Bie rma nn, a  b a c he lo r, sp e nt a  sub sta ntia l p a rt o f his time  in the  sta te  

c a p ita l p ursuing  his p o litic a l c a re e r a nd  sha re d  his Ro c he ste r To wnship  

fa rmho use  with va rio us fa rm fa milie s.  The se  p e o p le  se e ming ly wo rke d  his fie ld s 

a nd  te nd e d  his ho me  while  he , in turn, ma na g e d  o p e ra tio ns a nd  ma rke te d  the  

fa rm’ s p ro d uc ts.  

 

Dr. Cha rle s H. Ma yo  a c q uire d  Bie rma nn’ s fa rm in 1907 a nd  use d  the  site  a s a  

fa mily re tre a t until ma king  a  p e rma ne nt mo ve  to  the  c o untry in the  1920s.  The  

Ma yo s a re  b e lie ve d  to  ha ve  use d  the  Bie rma nn ho use  b e fo re  the ir e sta te , 

Ma yo wo o d , wa s d e ve lo p e d , b ut its p rima ry ro le  und e r the  Ma yo s o wne rship  wa s 

a s a  re sid e nc e  fo r ho use ho ld  sta ff a nd , la te r, the  fa rm’ s ma na g e r.  Thro ug h its 

a sso c ia tio n with Ma yo wo o d , a nd  the  p ro g re ssive  fa rming  me tho d s Dr. Ma yo  

p ra c tic e d  the re , the  Bie rma nn ho use  a lso  c a n b e  a sso c ia te d  with the  sc ie ntific  

a g ric ulture  tha t typ ifie s the  mo d e rn e ra .  Ma yo wo o d ’ s o p e ra tio ns sho we d  a  

c o nc e rn fo r so il a nd  wild life  c o nse rva tio n, re fo re sta tio n, “ g re e n”  e ne rg y syste ms, 

re c yc ling , a nd  o the r e nviro nme nta l issue s tha t a re  no w o f inte re st to  fa rme rs, 

rura l la nd o wne rs, a nd  c o nc e rne d  c itize ns e ve rywhe re . 

 

Arc hite c tural Summary  

 

The  two -a nd -a -ha lf sto ry, re d  b ric k ho use  c o nsists o f a  p rima ry struc ture  tha t is 

p re sume d  to  b e  o rig ina l, a n a tta c he d  b ric k e ntry to we r tha t is b e lie ve d  to  ha ve  

b e e n c o nstruc te d  b y Ad o lp h Bie rma nn to  p ro vid e  himse lf with a  p riva te  e ntry 

a nd  sle e p ing  q ua rte rs, a nd  se ve ra l o the r a d d itio ns tha t we re  c o nstruc te d  whe n 

the  ho use  wa s re mo d e le d  b y the  Ma yo s.  The se  c o nsist o f a  sing le  sta ll g a ra g e  

tha t c o nne c ts to  the  inte rio r ro o ms o f the  lo we r le ve l a nd  a  two -sto ry p o rc h 

a d d itio n tha t c o nne c ts to  the  lo we r le ve ls a t the  re a r o f the  ho use .  The  ro o f o f 

the  g a ra g e  a d d itio n is inc o rp o ra te d  in a  fro nt te rra c e .   

 

Are a s o f d e te rio ra ting  e xte rio r b ric kwo rk ha ve  c re a te d  so me  p ro b le ms.  Altho ug h 

ma so nry c ra c ks a nd  a  trim se p a ra tio n in the  fro nt g a b le  ind ic a te  the  p ro b a b ility 

o f struc tura l mo ve me nt, it is p o ssib le  tha t this is no t re c e nt a c tivity.  So me  furthe r 

e vid e nc e  o f shifting  is e vid e nt a t the  o ute r c o rne r o f the  lo we r le ve l b e d ro o m 

c e iling , whic h d ip s slig htly, a nd  a  c ra c k in the  living  ro o m c e iling  tha t a lso  ma y 

ha ve  b e e n c a use d  b y the  a d d itio n o f a  wa ll a b o ve  it. 

 

The  ho use ’ s inte rio r c o nsists o f c o rne r ro o ms with c e ntra l c irc ula tio n ha lls a nd  

sta irs.  Sub se q ue nt to  Ad o lp h Bie rma nn’ s a d d itio n o f the  fro nt e ntry to we r, the  
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Ma yo  fa mily ma d e  sig nific a nt mo d ific a tio ns to  the  inte rio r p la n.  Ma ny o f the se  

o c c urre d  d uring  the  1930s a nd  the  1960s, whe n a n inte rna l sta irwa y to  the  

up sta irs to we r ro o m wa s c lo se d  o r re mo ve d  a nd  se ve ra l d o o rwa ys we re  c lo se d .  

Kitc he ns o n b o th first a nd  se c o nd  flo o rs d a te  fro m a  re mo d e ling  p ro je c t in the  

1970s tha t sub -d ivid e d  the  ho use  into  two  re nta l units.   

 

The  e le c tric a l syste m wa s up g ra d e d  d uring  the  1970s to  p re p a re  fo r the  ho use ’ s 

use  a s a  re nta l p ro p e rty.  But syste ms thro ug ho ut the  ho use  ha ve  no t b e e n 

o p e ra tio na l sinc e  the  1999 p lumb ing  fa ilure .  The  ho use  is no t se c ure  a nd  sho ws 

so me  e vid e nc e  o f infe sta tio n b y p e sts.  Ap a rt fro m the se  p ro b le ms, a nd  a rg ua b ly 

b e c a use  o f the m, the  c o nd itio n o f the  p la ste r wa lls a nd  p a inte d  finishe s is 

inc o nsiste nt, with so me  ve ry d istre sse d  a re a s. 

 

Re c o mme ndatio ns fo r Tre atme nt and Use  

 

The  p rima ry o b je c tive  o f this stud y is to  e xp lo re  a nd  d o c ume nt the  ho use ’ s 

struc ture  a nd  c urre nt c o nd itio n, a s we ll a s its histo ry a nd  sig nific a nc e .  The  

Imme d ia te  p re se rva tio n p la nning  g o a ls fo r the  b uild ing  a re  to  sta b ilize  a nd  

p re se rve  it until sub se q ue nt p ha se s c a n a d d re ss lo ng -te rm ne e d s.  

 

The  first ste p  to  p ro te c t the  b uild ing  fro m furthe r ha rm is to  se a l the  b uild ing  

a g a inst wa te r infiltra tio n b y re p la c ing  a ll ro o fing , re b uild ing  the  c e lla r’ s ro o f 

struc ture  a nd  re p a iring  wind o ws a nd  d o o rs.  Simila rly, re lia b le  lo c ks a nd  a  se c urity 

syste m sho uld  b e  insta lle d  whe n p o ssib le .  

 

The  se c o nd  le ve l o f p rio rity is to  a d d re ss the  b uild ing ’ s struc tura l inte g rity b y 

mo nito ring  e xisting  c ra c ks, re g a ining  c lima te  c o ntro l insid e  the  ho use , a nd  

re p a iring  ma so nry d a ma g e .  O nc e  the se  ta sks ha ve  b e e n a c c o mp lishe d , a nd  

p re se rva tio n o b je c tive s a re  we ll d e fine d , a  p la n fo r o the r re p a irs c a n b e  

fo rmula te d  a nd  c o d e  a nd  a c c e ssib ility issue s a sso c ia te d  with re use  c a n b e  

a d d re sse d .  Altho ug h sc he ma tic  d e sig n is no t p a rt o f this re p o rt, d ia g ra ms 

p ro p o sing  suc h imp ro ve me nts a nd  lo c a tio ns fo r struc tura l re info rc e me nt ha ve  

b e e n inc lud e d  to  g uid e  the  ne xt p o te ntia l ste p s o f re sto ra tio n. 

 

As a  fina l c o nsid e ra tio n, the  re p o rt c ite s the  d e sira b ility o f so il a nd  

hyd ro g e o lo g ic a l re se a rc h in the  Ma yo wo o d  Histo ric  Distric t, a s we ll a s the  ne e d  

fo r future  wo rk to  re sto re  its “ d ra g o n to o th”  sto ne  wa lls.  In a d d itio n, it stre sse s the  

imp o rta nc e  o f furthe r a rc hite c tura l a nd  a rc he o lo g ic a l inve stig a tio n o f struc ture s 

like  the  Bie rma nn ho use ’ s sp ring  ho use  a nd  the  sto ne  b a rn in the  Ivy Lo d g e  

c o mp le x tha t ma y re la te  to  the  e a rly d e ve lo p me nt o f this histo ric  site .  � 
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AERIAL VIEW O F THE BIERMANN HO USE SITE    

 

 

 

 
               Mayowood Lake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ae ria l p ho to  o f the  Bie rma nn ho use , the  Ivy Lo dg e  c o mp le x, a nd the  Ma yo wo o d 

re side nc e , 2010.  Olmste d Co unty p ro p e rty re c o rds. 
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PRO JECT DATA 

 

Historic  na me s: Ha rmo n fa rmho use , Ad o lp h Bie rma nn re sid e nc e , Che ste r a nd  

Lillie  Pla nk ho me , Ma yo wo o d  g a te  ho use  

 

Curre nt na me s: The  Ad o lp h Bie rma nn ho use , Ma yo wo o d  G a te  Ho use , Re d  Bric k 

Ho use  

  

Addre ss: 3730 Ma yo wo o d  Ro a d  SW, Ro c he ste r, MN 55902 

  

Loc a tion: Thre e  mile s so uthwe st o f d o wnto wn Ro c he ste r 

  

Propose d tre a tme nt: Pre se rva tio n/ re sto ra tio n 

  

O wne r: O lmste d  C o unty 

  

O pe ra tor: Histo ry Ce nte r o f O lmste d  Co unty 

  

Ma na g e me nt a g re e me nt: Le a se d  to  the  HCO C until 2016 

  

Zoning  distric t: R-2 

  

La nd c la ssific a tion: Exe mp t 

  

UTM c oordina te s: 15N 538470 4871298 

  

Na tiona l Re g iste r of Historic  Pla c e s: The  Ad o lp h Bie rma nn ho use  is a  c o ntrib uting  

me mb e r o f the  na tio na lly-sig nific a nt Ma yo wo o d  Histo ric  Distric t, liste d  in the  

Na tio na l Re g iste r o f Histo ric  Pla c e s o n Ma rc h 31, 1982.   

 

La ndma rk Sta tus: No  

  

Conte mpora ry re la te d studie s: 

 

�  Ma yo wo o d Busine ss Pla n.  Ro c he ste r, MN:  O lmste d  C o unty Histo ric a l 

So c ie ty, 2002. 
 
�  Ma yo wo o d Histo ric  Struc ture s Re p o rt Pre p a re d fo r the  Olmste d Co unty 

Histo ric a l So c ie ty.  Ro c he ste r, MN: Ha mme l, G re e n a nd  Ab ra ha mso n, 2000.   
 
� Ne c ka r, La nc e  a nd  Ca ro le  Ze llie .  Ma yo wo o d: A Histo ry a nd Pla n fo r 

Co nse rva tio n a nd Re c o nstruc tio n.  St. Pa ul, MN: La nd sc a p e  Re se a rc h, 2002. 
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CULTURAL RESO URCE DATA  

  

Da te  o f c onstruc tion: c a .1865  

 

Pe riods of sig nific a nc e : The  p rima ry p e rio d  o f sig nific a nc e  c o rre sp o nd s to  the  e ra  

in whic h it se rve d  a s a  wo rking  fa rmho use , whic h e xte nd s b e twe e n the  d a te  o f its 

c o nstruc tio n a nd  its sa le  to  the  Ma yo  fa mily (c a . 1865–1907) a nd  inc lud e s the  

time  o f the  Ma yo wo o d  Fa rms ma na g e r’ s o c c up a nc y (c a . 1932–1956).  A 

se c o nd a ry p e rio d  o f sig nific a nc e  b e g ins with the  a c q uisitio n o f the  p ro p e rty b y 

Dr. Cha rle s H. Ma yo  in 1907 a nd  c o nc lud e s in a b o ut 1969, whe n the  ho use  

c e a se d  to  b e  o c c up ie d  b y Ma yo  fa mily me mb e rs. 

 

Arc hite c t/ builde r: unkno wn 

 

Historic  Distric t Pe riod of Sig nific a nc e : The  1982 Na tio na l Re g iste r no mina tio n lists 

the  1870s, 1911 a nd  the  1920s a s p e rio d s o f sig nific a nc e .  This, p re suma b ly, is 

me a nt to  ind ic a te  c o nstruc tio n d a te s fo r the  e a rlie st struc ture s in the  d istric t (the  

Bie rma nn site ) a nd  the  p rima ry Ma yo wo o d  re sid e nc e , a s we ll a s the  o c c up a nc y 

p e rio d  o f the  Cha rle s H. Ma yo  fa mily.  G ive n the  c urre nt und e rsta nd ing  o f the  

Distric t’ s histo ry, the se  d a te s a re :  1860s, 1911, a nd  1920s–1939.   

 

FUNDS INVO LVED IN THE PRO JECT 

 

This p ro je c t ha s b e e n p a rtia lly fina nc e d  with fund s p ro vid e d  b y the  vo te r-

a p p ro ve d  C le a n Wa te r, La nd , a nd  Le g a c y Ame nd me nt, p a sse d  o n No ve mb e r 

4, 2008 b y the  c itize ns o f the  Sta te  o f Minne so ta . 

Blue  Pla ne t Muse um C o nsulting , LLC , ha s g e ne ro usly d o na te d  re se a rc h a nd  

writing  time  fo r the  p re p a ra tio n o f this re p o rt. 

The  Frie nd s o f Ma yo wo o d  Re sid e nc e  & Histo ric  Site s Bo a rd  o f Dire c to rs ha s a lso  

d o na te d  time  fo r the  d e ve lo p me nt o f a  g ra nt p ro p o sa l a nd  fo r p ro je c t 

ma na g e me nt b y Ste ve nso n Willia ms, a  me mb e r o f the  o rg a niza tio n’ s Bo a rd  o f 

Dire c to rs. 
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Orig ina l surve y o f Minne so ta  to wnship  106N, ra ng e  numb e r 14 we st, Fifth 

Me ridia n, c o nduc te d in 1854.  U.S. De p a rtme nt o f the  Inte rio r, Bure a u o f La nd 

Ma na g e me nt, Ge ne ra l La nd Offic e  Re c o rds, do c ume nt 111051. 
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PART 1:  DEVELO PMENTAL HISTO RY 

 

A.  Historic a l Ba c kg round a nd Conte xt 

 

The  ho use  a t 3730 Ma yo wo o d  Ro a d  SW in Ro c he ste r, Minne so ta , is no w va rio usly 

kno wn a s the  “ Ad o lp h Bie rma nn Ho use ,”  the  “ Ma yo wo o d  G a te  Ho use ,”  o r, 

simp ly, the  “ Re d  Bric k Ho use .”   Und e rsta nd ing  o f its histo ry ha s fa d e d , with mo st 

o f the  tho usa nd s o f p a sse rs-b y who  ha ve  se e n it o ve r the  la st c e ntury b e ing  

una wa re  o f its e a rly o c c up a nts, o r the  ro le s a nd  ro utine s o f the ir d a ily live s.   

 

Altho ug h the  ho use  ha s a lwa ys b e e n use d  p rima rily a s a  d we lling , the  numb e r o f 

p e o p le  living  a nd  wo rking  a t this lo c a tio n, a s we ll a s the ir o c c up a tio ns, so c ia l 

sta tus, a nd  re la tio nship  to  e a c h o the r, ha s c ha ng e d  sub sta ntia lly o ve r time .  The  

fo llo wing  a c c o unt will situa te  the  p ro p e rty within the  p re va iling  c o nd itio ns tha t 

d isting uish the  suc c e e d ing  p e rio d s o f its use  a nd  o utline  a  c hro no lo g y o f the  

p ro p e rty’ s o wne rship  a nd  o c c up a nc y, b e g inning  with the  e a rlie st re c o rd s o f the  

site . 

 

 

Early  Land Po lic ie s and Minne so ta Se ttle me nt 

 

The  b uild ing ’ s lo c a tio n is tie d  to  so me  o f Minne so ta ’ s o ld e st histo ry.  O rig ina lly 

p a rt o f the  te rrito ry c e d e d  to  the  U.S. g o ve rnme nt b y the  Da ko ta  trib e  a t Tra ve rse  

d e s Sio ux in 1851, just two  ye a rs a fte r Minne so ta  Te rrito ry wa s fo rme d , it wa s 

initia lly surve ye d  b y the  U. S. G e ne ra l La nd  O ffic e  in July o f 1854.   

 

A g o ve rnme nt surve y wa s the  first o ffic ia l ste p  in the  re -d istrib utio n o f la nd  a nd  

the  e sta b lishme nt o f p o litic a l a nd  a d ministra tive  e ntitie s re c o g nize d  b y the  

Ame ric a n g o ve rnme nt.  The n the  sa le  o r c o nve ya nc e  o f surve ye d  “ p ub lic  

d o ma in”  la nd  c o uld  le g a lly b e  a c hie ve d  thro ug h p ub lic  a uc tio ns, p riva te  c a sh 

p urc ha se s, g o ve rnme nt wa rra nts to  milita ry ve te ra ns, a nd  ho me ste a d  a nd  

timb e r c ulture  e ntrie s.  The re  wa s a n a c tive  se c o nd a ry ma rke t fo r la nd —a nd  

a b und a nt o p p o rtunity fo r sp e c ula tive  inve stme nt in re a l e sta te —in So uthe rn 

Minne so ta  d uring  the  d e c a d e  surro und ing  Minne so ta  sta te ho o d , whe n se ttle rs 

fro m Ea ste rn sta te s flo c ke d  to  the  fe rtile , a nd  we ll-a d ve rtise d , la nd s we st o f the  

Mississip p i. 

 

The  future  Bie rma nn ho use  site  wa s id e ntifie d  b y the  1854 surve y a s the  e a ste rn 

ha lf o f the  so uthe a st q ua d ra nt o f Se c tio n 8 o f To wnship  106 No rth (la te r 

Ro c he ste r To wnship ), Ra ng e  14 we st o f the  fifth Prime  Me rid ia n.  Within a  fe w 

ye a rs, und e r the  Sc rip  Wa rra nt Ac t o f 1855, a  wa rra nt fo r this p a rc e l—to g e the r 

with the  so uthe a st q ua rte r o f the  no rthe a st q ua d ra nt o f Se c tio n 8 a nd  the  

no rthe a st q ua rte r o f the  no rthe a st q ua d ra nt o f Se c tio n 17, a  to ta l o f 160 a c re s—

wa s a wa rd e d  to  Ab ie ze r Purinto n, a  fa rme r in Ma ine , in re c o g nitio n o f his se rvic e   
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Po rtra it o f the  Willia ms fa mily, c a . 1880.  To p : Ta lie sin, 

Milc a h, a nd Willia m Willia ms; Bo tto m:  Ma ry Eliza b e th, 

Jo hn, Ha nna h, a nd Da vid Willia ms.  Co urte sy o f Guy Willia ms 

 

in the  Wa r o f 1812.  Ac c o rd ing  to  G e ne ra l La nd  O ffic e  re c o rd s, Purrinto n 

sub se q ue ntly a ssig ne d  the  wa rra nt to  Ha nna h Willia ms o n June  7, 1859, fo r a n 

und isc lo se d  p ric e .  Willia ms the n wa s a wa rd e d  a  p a te nt fo r the  site  a nd  wa s 

re c o g nize d  a s its first le g a l o wne r.1  

 

Ea rly O lmste d  Co unty histo rie s te ll a  mo re  c o lo rful b a c k sto ry.  The  1883 Histo ry o f 

Olmste d Co unty re c o unts tha t Ha nna h Willia ms’ s so n, Willia m Willia ms, a t the  a g e  

o f fifte e n, le ft his ne wly wid o we d  We lsh mo the r a nd  sib ling s in Io wa  in 1853 to  

se e k his fo rtune .  He  e ve ntua lly ha p p e ne d  up o n the  p re se nt site  o f Ro c he ste r 

a nd  he lp e d  to  b uild  He a d ’ s Ta ve rn, o ne  o f O lmste d  Co unty’ s first struc ture s.  Fo r 

se ve ra l ye a rs he  c o ntinue d  to  wo rk fo r G e o rg e  He a d , a no the r e a rly a rriva l who  is 

c re d ite d  with Ro c he ste r’ s fo und ing , a nd  “ p re -e mp te d ”  a  ho me ste a d  ne a r the  

p re se nt Fe d e ra l Me d ic a l Ce nte r in so uthe a st Ro c he ste r b y c o nstruc ting  a  c a b in 

o n the  site  a nd  d e c la ring  his inte ntio n to  se ttle  the re .   

 

Und e r the  la w o f the  time , this wa s the  q uic ke st wa y to  la nd  o wne rship .  By 

c o nstruc ting  e ve n a  rud ime nta ry she lte r a nd  filing  a n inte ntio n to  p urc ha se  a t 

the  lo c a l la nd  o ffic e , a  p re -e mp te r e a rne d  the  rig ht to  p urc ha se  la nd  fo r a s little  

a s $1.25 a n a c re  whe n it wa s o ffe re d  fo r sa le .  Be g inning  in 1854, whe n Willia m 

Willia ms wa s se ttling  in Minne so ta , e ve n unsurve ye d  la nd  c o uld  b e  a c q uire d  this 

wa y.  But Willia m wa s so o n ro b b e d  o f his c a b in b y a n unsc rup ulo us 

a c q ua inta nc e  who  file d  a  c la im o n the  la nd  a fte r le a rning  tha t Willia m wa s a  

mino r.  Und a unte d , he  re -e sta b lishe d  himse lf ne a r the  p re se nt Bie rma nn ho use , 
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b uilt a  ne w c a b in, a nd  wa s jo ine d  b y the  re st o f his fa mily in the  sp ring  o f 1855.2  

His mo the r wo uld  the n ha ve  b e e n a b le  to  ta ke  the  c la im a lo ng  the  re st o f the  

p a thwa y to wa rd s le g a l o wne rship .   

 

Whe n the  Willia ms fa mily re a c he d  Ro c he ste r, the  se ttle me nt c o nsiste d  o f o nly 

five  c a b ins ne a r wha t is no w the  d o wnto wn inte rse c tio n o f So uth Bro a d wa y a nd  

Fo urth Stre e t.  Thre e  Ind ia n c a mp s we re  lo c a te d  within the  p re se nt c ity limits, 

b ring ing  the  na tive  p o p ula tio n to  thre e  o r fo ur hund re d , a nd  b o th b e a r a nd  d e e r 

we re  a b und a nt.  During  the ir first ye a r, the  fa mily c ultiva te d  e no ug h o f the ir 

wo o d e d  ho me ste a d  to  g ro w p o ta to e s a nd  b uc kwhe a t fo r the ir o wn use .  Ma ny 

ye a rs la te r, Willia m’ s b ro the r Ta lie sin wo uld  re c o unt tha t it wa s d iffic ult to  find  a  

mill to  p ro c e ss the  b uc kwhe a t.  Afte r trying  unsuc c e ssfully in Pre sto n, a b o ut fo rty 

mile s a wa y, the  fa mily wa s fo rc e d  to  d rive  to  De c o ra h, Io wa  (the n a  thre e -we e k 

trip ), to  ha ve  the ir c ro p  g ro und .3 

 

This wa s a n e ra  whe n tho usa nd s o f wo uld -b e  se ttle rs we re  stre a ming  into  

Minne so ta , b uild ing  c a b ins a nd  sta king  c la ims fa ste r tha n it c o uld  b e  surve ye d  

a nd  o ffe re d  fo r sa le .  Be twe e n Minne so ta  Te rrito ry’ s 1849 fo rma tio n a nd  the  1855 

Minne so ta  c e nsus, the re  wa s a lmo st a  te nfo ld  inc re a se  in se ttle rs, fro m a b o ut 

4,500 to  40,000 no n-na tive  inha b ita nts, a nd  mo re  tha n 240,000 we re  tho ug ht to  

ha ve  e sta b lishe d  the mse lve s b y 1857.  The  lib e ra liza tio n o f la nd  a c q uisitio n p o lic y 

wa s o ne  ste p  to wa rd s ma king  se ttle me nt e a sie r, b ut the  fa c t re ma ins tha t 

d e ma nd  e xc e e d e d  sup p ly a nd , thus, the re  we re  e xc e lle nt o p p o rtunitie s to  se ll 

re c e ntly-p urc ha se d  la nd  a t a  p ro fit.  The  Willia ms fa mily to o k a d va nta g e  o f this, 

se lling  the ir p a rc e l o f 160 a c re s to  a  Ste p he n Va n R. Ha rris o f Fre e p o rt, Illino is, in 

Aug ust o f 1856 a nd  p urc ha sing  a no the r p ro p e rty in Ro c he ste r To wnship .4  

Pe rha p s unfo rtuna te ly fo r Ha rris, the  va lue  o f his inve stme nt wa s like ly d iminishe d  

whe n the  Pa nic  o f 1857 to o k ho ld  o f the  na tio n the  fo llo wing  Se p te mb e r.  Ha rris 

he ld  o nto  the  la nd , p o ssib ly wa iting  fo r the  re a l e sta te  ma rke t to  re b o und , a nd  

like ly re nte d  it to  a  To wnship  fa rme r until the  rig ht o p p o rtunity to  se ll p re se nte d  

itse lf in 1860.  � 

  
Farming  as a Spe c ulative  Inve stme nt 

 

O n Ma y 19, 1860, in his ho me  to wn o f Fre e p o rt, Ha rris sig ne d  a  d e e d  tra nsfe rring  

o wne rship  o f the  e a ste rn ha lf o f the  so uthe a st q ua d ra nt o f Se c tio n 8 (the  p o rtio n 

o f the  Willia ms ho me ste a d  tha t la y in se c tio n 8) to  Jo hn FitzJe rro le  Ha rmo n, in 

c o nsid e ra tio n o f $1,000.  He  a lso  c o nve ye d  a d jo ining  p lo ts to  b o th no rth a nd  

so uth (the  Se c tio n 17 p o rtio n o f the  Willia ms ho me ste a d —p lus a no the r q ua rte r 

q ua d ra nt to  the  so uth a nd  the  e ntire  so uthe a ste rn q ua d ra nt o f Se c tio n 17, a s 

we ll a s the  so uthe a ste rn q ua rte r o f the  no rthe a ste rn q ua rte r o f se c tio n 8) a nd  six 

o the r p ro p e rtie s e lse whe re  in the  c o unty to  Ha rmo n’ s d a ug hte r He le n, a ll a lso  in 

e xc ha ng e  fo r $1,000.  This g a ve  the  Ha rmo n fa mily c o ntro l o f a p p ro xima te ly 400 

a c re s c e nte ring  o n the  o ld  Willia ms fa rm, a s we ll a s a b o ut 450 a c re s ne a rb y.  

The se  d e e d s we re  file d  in O lmste d  Co unty o n July 4 o f tha t ye a r.5 
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1868 p la t ma p  o f Ro c he ste r To wnship .  Be nne tt a nd Smith,  

Olmste d Co unty Pla t Ma p  (1868). 
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The  Ha rmo ns—Jo hn, wife  Eunic e  Ba ile y Ha rmo n, a nd  d a ug hte r He le n—we re  p a rt 

o f a  la rg e , we ll-c o nne c te d  fa mily in Ne w Yo rk’ s up sta te  O no nd a g a  Co unty.  At  

this p o int, it is no t c le a r whe n, o r whe re , the y first live d  o n the  Willia ms fa rm site  in 

Ro c he ste r To wnship .  O lmste d  C o unty histo rie s ind ic a te  tha t Jo hn wa s e le c te d  

c ha ir o f the  To wnship ’ s b o a rd  o f sup e rviso rs in 1862, fo ur ye a rs a fte r b o th it a nd  

the  C o unty we re  o rg a nize d , imp lying  tha t he  wa s living  in the  to wnship  b y tha t 

ye a r a nd  tha t he  ha d  b e e n the re  lo ng  e no ug h to  e a rn a  fa vo ra b le  re p uta tio n.  

He  se rve d  a s Justic e  o f the  Pe a c e  fro m 1865 to  1869, a nd  a g a in a s c ha ir o f the  

To wnship  b o a rd  in 1867.6 

 

The  1868 O lmste d  Co unty p la t b o o k sho ws two  d we lling s, sid e  b y sid e , in the  

so uthe a st c o rne r o f the  100.5 a c re  tra c t in the  e xtre me  so uthe a st c o rne r o f 

Ro c he ste r To wnship ’ s se c tio n 8, o n the  100.5 a c re  p ro p e rty o wne d  b y J. F. J. 

Ha rmo n.7  Just to  the  so uth is a  240-a c re  tra c t o wne d  b y He le n M. Ha rmo n, whic h 

ha s no  d we lling  ind ic a te d .  By this time , the  p a rt o f He le n Ha rmo n’ s no rthe rn 

q ua rte r q ua d ra nt tha t la y no rth o f Sa le m Ro a d  ha d  b e e n so ld  to  ne ig hb o r 

Na nc y Ba ke r.  The  suc c e e d ing  p la t b o o k, p ub lishe d  in 1878, d o c ume nts the  

re mo va l o f the  d we lling  to  the  we st, o n the  b a nks o f the  Zumb ro , a nd  the  

e xiste nc e  o f o ne  o n the  site  o f the  p re se nt “Bie rma nn”  ho use .   

 

It is te mp ting  to  b e lie ve  tha t the  re mo ve d  struc ture  o n the  rive r b a nk wa s the  

c a b in o rig ina lly o c c up ie d  b y the  Willia ms fa mily, a nd  this ma y b e .  But a  la rg e  

numb e r o f the  o ld  se ttle r’ s c a b ins, b uilt d a ng e ro usly c lo se  to  b a nks o f Be a r Cre a k 

a nd  the  Zumb ro , we re  swe p t a wa y in a  c a ta stro p hic  flo o d  in the  summe r o f 

1857.8  Ha nna h Willia ms ha d  so ld  the  p ro p e rty to  Ste p he n Ha rris b y this time  a nd , 

p re suming  he r fa mily wa s no t fa rming  the  la nd  und e r a  se p a ra te  a g re e me nt, 

ha d  a lre a d y mo ve d  o n.  Whe the r o r no t the  Willia ms c a b in survive d  the  flo o d , 

the  d we lling  ind ic a te d  o n the  1868 p la t ma p  wo uld  like ly ha ve  b e e n use d  b y 

te na nt fa rme rs o r the  Ha rmo ns b e fo re  the  la te r ho use  wa s b uilt.  G ive n the  

c o nsiste nt p re se nc e  o f the  o the r d we lling  o n suc c e e d ing  p la t ma p s, it is a lso  

p la usib le  tha t it is the  ho use  still sta nd ing  a t the  site . 

 

Info rma tio n a b o ut the  Ha rmo ns’  live s a nd  live liho o d s is ra the r sp a rse , a nd  the  

fa mily’ s whe re a b o uts a t the  time  o f the  1860 c e nsus is so me wha t unc le a r.  Bo th  

a  Jo hn He rma n a nd  a  He le n S. Ha rmo n a re  liste d  a s re sid e nts o f O no nd a g a  

Co unty, Ne w Yo rk, ne a r the  re sid e nc e s o f o the r me mb e rs o f the  J. F. J. Ha rmo n 

fa mily.  It c e rta inly is p o ssib le  tha t the se  a re  Jo hn Ha rmo n a nd  He le n M. Ha rmo n, 

b ut it a lso  is p o ssib le  tha t the  Ha rmo ns we re  in tra nsit to  Minne so ta , whe re  the y 

file d  the ir d e e d  in July o f tha t ye a r.9  Bo th the  fe d e ra l c e nsus o f 1870 a nd  the  

1875 Minne so ta  c e nsus re c o rd  Jo hn Ha rmo n living  with wife  Eunic e  a nd  d a ug hte r 

He le n in the  vic inity o f Ro c he ste r.10  The  fa mily is a t the  Ro c he ste r To wnship  

lo c a tio n in 1875 b ut, te lling ly, is re p o rte d  a s living  in the  c ity o f Ro c he ste r’ s first 

wa rd  in 1870, with Jo hn Ha rmo n’ s o c c up a tio n b e ing  liste d  a s “ fa rme r.”  

 

 



   15 

 
 

1878 p la t ma p  o f Ro c he ste r To wnship .  Ge o rg e  E. Wa rne r a nd C . M. Fo o te , Pla t 

Bo o k o f O lmste d  C o unty, Minne so ta  (Phila de lp hia :  Warne r & Fo o te , 1878). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   16 

O n De c e mb e r 10, 1869, O lmste d  C o unty re c o rd e d  a  d e e d  d a te d  Fe b rua ry 23, 

c o nve ying  o wne rship  o f the  e a ste rn ha lf o f the  so uthe a st q ua rte r o f Se c tio n 8 

a nd  the  e a ste rn ha lf o f the  no rthe a ste rn q ua rte r o f se c tio n 17 in Ro c he ste r  

To wnship  to  Na nc y Ba ke r, o wne r o f the  fa rm imme d ia te ly no rth o f the  Ha rmo n 

p ro p e rty, a c ro ss Sa le m Ro a d .11  Ba ke r to o k o ut a  mo rtg a g e  fo r $12,500, p a ya b le  

to  Jo hn a nd  He le n Ha rmo n in two  ye a rs, b ut re le a se d  it a nd  c o nve ye d  the  d e e d  

b a c k to  Jo hn Ha rmo n le ss tha n a  ye a r la te r.  This wo uld  ha ve  b e e n the  p e rio d  o f 

the  Ha rmo ns’  re sid e nc e  in the  c ity o f Ro c he ste r; b y the  time  the  1875 Minne so ta  

c e nsus wa s ta ke n, the y we re  e nume ra te d  with the ir ne ig hb o rs o n the  fa rms o f 

Ro c he ste r To wnship .  

 
The  Ha rmo ns ma d e  a no the r a tte mp t to  se ll the ir fa rm a g a in o n Se p te mb e r 15, 

1877, this time  to  a  C o unty re sid e nt na me d  Sylve ste r B. And rus.  Like  the  Ha rmo ns, 

Sylve ste r a nd  his wife , Ha rrie t, a s we ll a s the ir five  c hild re n, ha ile d  fro m up sta te  

Ne w Yo rk a nd  we re  re c o g nize d  a s d e sc e nd a nts o f e a rly p io ne e rs in tha t sta te .  

By the  time  the y c o ntra c te d  to  b uy the  Ha rmo ns’  fa rm, the y ha d  b e e n in 

O lmste d  Co unty fo r a lmo st a  ye a r—like ly fa rming  in Ma rio n To wnship , whe re  

Sylve ste r’ s fa the r a lso  ha d  se ttle d  a t tha t time  a nd  whe re  the  fa mily la te r 

re turne d  to  live .  

 

The  sa le  p ric e  wa s $15,000—p a ya b le  in b ushe ls o f whe a t, g ro wn o n the  p ro p e rty 

a nd  d e live re d  to  a  lo c a l g ra in e le va to r o ve r a  p e rio d  o f a t le a st se ve n ye a rs.12  

The se  te rms c e rta inly imp ly tha t Jo hn Ha rmo n ha d  e sta b lishe d  whe a t fie ld s o n 

the  p ro p e rty, a nd  tha t And rus a lso  wa s p re p a re d  to  e ng a g e  in whe a t fa rming . 

 

O ne  o f the  fa c to rs tha t d ro ve  Ro c he ste r’ s p o p ula rity a s a  d e stina tio n fo r 

se ttle me nt a nd  a  fo c a l p o int o f sp e c ula tive  la nd  inve stme nt wa s its re p uta tio n fo r 

ric h so il a nd  a b und a nt ra infa ll.  La nd  d e a le rs a nd  lo c a l p ro mo te rs d istrib ute d  

b ro c hure s in e a ste rn sta te s a nd  so me  Euro p e a n c itie s to uting  the  virtue s o f the  

re g io n’ s so il a nd  c lima te , its vig o ro us c ro p  yie ld s, the  a b und a nc e  o f its 

e d uc a tio na l a nd  re lig io us institutio ns, the  stre ng th o f its e c o no my, a nd  the   

va lue s to  b e  ha d  in lo c a l re a l e sta te .13  While  the  c o unty’ s e a rly se ttle rs—like  the  

Willia ms fa mily—ha d  g ro wn a  mix o f sub siste nc e  c ro p s, the  c o nstruc tio n o f flo ur  

mills in the  e a rly 1860s a nd  the  a rriva l o f the  Wino na  a nd  St. Pe te r ra ilro a d  in 1864 

c ha ng e d  this.  By p ro vid ing  a  fa ste r wa y fo r p e risha b le  g o o d s to  re a c h ma rke ts, it 

c re a te d  a  p o ssib ility fo r lo c a l fa rme rs to  p ro d uc e  c a sh c ro p s tha t c o uld  b e  so ld  

o r tra d e d  fo r ne c e ssitie s, o r, if the  fa rme r wa s luc ky e no ug h, so ld  to  p ro d uc e  

re ve nue  fo r furthe r inve stme nt. 

 

“ King  Whe a t”  re ig ne d  in Minne so ta  d uring  the  1860s, a nd  Ro c he ste r re fle c te d  

this b y b e c o ming  a  re g io na l milling  c e nte r.  Fre d e ric k O ld s’ s flo ur mill—the  la rg e st 

in the  sta te  in 1860—wa s so o n jo ine d  b y a  fo ur-sto ry mill fina nc e d  b y The  Bo sto n 

Co mp a ny (la te r kno wn a s Zumb ro  Fa lls Mill), a s we ll a s the  Ca sc a d e  Mill.  Whe a t 

p ric e s trip le d  b e twe e n 1861 a nd  1866, b ut a s o the r c o mmo d ity p ric e s a lso  ro se , 

infla tio n to o k its to ll.  Fa rme rs b o rro we d  a g a inst c ro p  yie ld s to  ma ke  e nd s me e t o r  

to  fina nc e  the  a c q uisitio n o f mo re  la nd  a nd  so me , p e rha p s like  Na nc y Ba ke r, 

we re n’ t a b le  to  ma ke  e nd s me e t. 
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Sylve ste r And rus a nd  a n unkno wn c hild , c a . 1880.   

C o urte sy o f We nd y Mc Nig ht. 

 

The  p re d o mina nc e  o f whe a t fa rming  le a d  to  so il e xha ustio n b y the  e a rly 1870s, 

a nd  fo ur c o nse c utive  se a so ns o f g ra ssho p p e r p la g ue s furthe r d iminishe d  

ha rve sts.  While  1877 wa s re p o rte d ly a  g o o d  ye a r, the  fo llo wing  ye a r’ s b lig ht, 

fo llo we d  b y a no the r p la g ue  o f inse c ts, c re a te d  mo re  mo rtg a g e  d e fa ults.  As 

fa rme rs lo st the ir la nd s, ma ny g a ve  up  a nd  le ft fo r the  ne xt fro ntie r, whic h b y this 

time  wa s a c ro ss the  Re d  Rive r in Da ko ta  Te rrito ry. 

 

This, se e ming ly, wa s the  fa te  o f Sylve ste r And rus, who  d id  no t fulfill his c o ntra c t to  

p urc ha se  the  Ha rmo n fa rm.  By 1880, the  fa mily ha d  re -e sta b lishe d  itse lf in Ma rio n 

To wnship  o n a  fa rmste a d  tha t sub se q ue ntly b e c a me  the  O lmste d  Co unty Po o r 

Fa rm a nd  re ma ine d  the re  until Sylve ste r’ s fa the r, the n the  o ld e st re sid e nt o f 

O lmste d  Co unty, d ie d  in 1883.  Still in the  p io ne e r sp irit, the y c o ntinue d  we stwa rd  

to  ho me ste a d  in Dic ke y C o unty, No rth Da ko ta , whe re  the y wo uld  re ma in until 

Sylve ste r’ s d e a th in 1895.14  Sylve ste r wa s a  life lo ng  fa rme r, ra ising  b o th c ro p s a nd  

live sto c k, a nd  a lso  wo rke d  a s a  c a rp e nte r.  His c hild re n live d  a t ho me  until 

ma rria g e , te nd ing  the  fa rm a nd  he lp ing  the ir d isa b le d  mo the r ke e p  ho use .15   

By this time , the  Ha rmo ns ha d  mo ve d , o nc e  a g a in, into  the  c ity o f Ro c he ste r a nd  

we re  living  in the  c ity’ s first wa rd  whe n the  1880 c e nsus wa s ta ke n o n June  1.   

 

Bo th o f the  e ld e r Ha rmo ns we re  a b o ut 70 ye a rs o ld , He le n wa s 44, a nd  Jo hn wa s 

still id e ntifie d  a s a  fa rme r.  O n O c to b e r 26 a nd  29 o f tha t ye a r, O lmste d  Co unty 

re c o rd e d  a  mo rtg a g e  a nd  a  d e e d  ind ic a ting  tha t the  Ha rmo ns ha d  so ld  the  
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fa rmste a d  in Se c tio n 8, a lo ng  with He le n’ s la nd  in the  no rthe a st q ua rte r o f the  

no rthe a st q ua d ra nt o f Se c tio n 17, to  Hig h Fo re st To wnship  re sid e nt Ad o lp h 

Bie rma nn.  Bie rma nn to o k o ut a  mo rtg a g e  with the  Ha rmo ns, p ro mising  the  

d e live ry o f 10,000 b ushe ls o f first-q ua lity whe a t, o r the  e q uiva le nt in lo we r 

g ra d e s.16  The  Ha rmo ns a ssig ne d  this mo rtg a g e  to  a  third  p a rty in e a rly 

Se p te mb e r, 1881, whe re up o n the y mo ve d  to  Pe ttis C o unty, Misso uri, a nd  live d  

o ut the  re ma ind e r o f the ir live s. � 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ha rrie t Andrus, c a . 1890.   

Co urte sy o f We ndy Mc Nig ht. 
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Ado lph Bie rmann:  Immigrant Farme r and Care e r Po litic ian  

 

Bie rma nn wo uld  ha ve  b e e n a  we ll-kno wn ma n in O lmste d  Co unty b y the  time  he  

b o ug ht the  Ha rmo n fa rm.  A No rwe g ia n immig ra nt, he  ha d  c o me  to  the  Unite d  

Sta te s in 1862 a nd  imme d ia te ly e nliste d  in the  Wisc o nsin Vo lunte e r Infa ntry to  

se rve  thre e  ye a rs in the  C ivil Wa r.  He  mo ve d  to  O lmste d  Co unty in 1866, wo rking  

fo r se ve n ye a rs a s a  b o o kke e p e r a nd  running  unsuc c e ssfully fo r Re g istra r o f 

De e d s in 1872 b e fo re  winning  a  b id  fo r Co unty Aud ito r two  ye a rs la te r.  He  

se rve d  thre e  te rms in tha t o ffic e  b e fo re  p urc ha sing  the  Ha rmo n’ s p ro p e rty.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ad o lp h Bie rma nn, c a . 

1885.  Histo ry Ce nte r o f 

O lmste d  C o unty.  
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1896 p la t ma p  o f Ro c he ste r To wnship .  Sta nd a rd  Atla s o f O lmste d  Co unty, 

Minne so ta  (Chic a g o : Ge o rg e  A. Og le , 1896). 
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By 1882, he  wa s no mina te d  a s the  De mo c ra tic  c a nd id a te  fo r Co ng re ss in a  

stro ng ly Re p ub lic a n d istric t.  The  ra c e  wa s c lo se , with Bie rma nn lo sing  b y fe we r 

tha n 600 vo te s.  The  fo llo wing  ye a r, he  re c e ive d  the  De mo c ra tic  no mina tio n fo r 

G o ve rno r a nd  ma d e  a  stro ng , tho ug h still unsuc c e ssful, sho wing .  He  ra n fo r 

C o ng re ss a g a in in 1884, with a n o utc o me  simila r to  his p re vio us a tte mp t.  The n, in 

1885, Bie rma nn wa s a p p o inte d  c o lle c to r o f inte rna l re ve nue  fo r the  sta te  o f 

Minne so ta  und e r Pre sid e nt G ro ve r C le ve la nd  a nd  se rve d  in tha t o ffic e  fo r se ve ra l 

ye a rs.  Fo llo wing  this, in 1890, he  wa s e le c te d  to  the  o ffic e  o f Sta te  Aud ito r a nd  

se rve d  in tha t c a p a c ity fo r fo ur ye a rs b e fo re  a g a in b e ing  d e fe a te d  in the  ne xt 

e le c tio n.  In 1895, he  fina lly re tire d  fro m p ub lic  life . 

 

Be twe e n 1885 a nd  1895, Bie rma nn c e rta inly sp e nt muc h o f his time  a wa y fro m 

the  fa rm, te nd ing  to  his re sp o nsib ilitie s in St. Pa ul.  St. Pa ul c ity d ire c to rie s list lo c a l 

re sid e nc e s fo r him d uring  this d e c a d e , a nd  the  Minne so ta  a nd  U. S. c e nsuse s 

g ive  a t le a st so me  id e a  o f wha t wa s ha p p e ning  a t his ho me  in O lmste d  Co unty.  

Be g inning  a t le a st a s e a rly a s 1875, Bie rma nn ha d  b e e n living  with a  fa mily 

na me d  O lso n who  ma y ha ve  b e e n re la te d  to  him thro ug h his mo the r, Anne  

O lso n.17  Altho ug h the  1880 U.S. c e nsus ind ic a te s tha t the  O lso ns we re  fa rming  in 

Ca sc a d e  To wnship  while  Bie rma nn re ma ine d  in Ro c he ste r, the y we re  a g a in 

living  with him o n the  Ha rmo n fa rm b y the  summe r o f 1885, b e fo re  he  b e g a n his 

p o sitio n a s ta x c o lle c to r.   

 

Bie rma nn’ s p o sitio n a t the  e nd  o f the  list o f ho use ho ld  me mb e rs re p o rte d  in tha t 

ye a r’ s c e nsus imp lie s tha t the  e nume ra to r c o nsid e re d  Mr. O lso n to  b e  the  he a d  

o f this ho use ho ld .18  It d o e s se e m like ly tha t the  O lso ns we re  mo re  invo lve d  in 

d a ily fa rm wo rk tha n Bie rma nn wa s, e sp e c ia lly d uring  his mo st p o litic a lly a c tive  

ye a rs.  Ho we ve r, Bie rma nn’ s a c c o unt b o o k fo r 1899–1911 sho ws tha t he  wa s the n 

fully e ng a g e d  in the  c o mme rc ia l a ffa irs o f the  fa rm, a t le a st, a nd  tha t he  ha d  

d e ve lo p e d  it into  a  fa r mo re  d ive rse  e nte rp rise  tha n the  Ha rmo ns’  o r the  And rus’  

whe a t fie ld s.  Und e r Bie rma nn’ s ma na g e me nt, the  fa rm a lso  wa s ma rke ting  o a ts, 

b a rle y, fla x, c o rn, ha y, e g g s, a nd  d a iry p ro d uc ts.19 

 

Afte r Mrs. O lso n d ie d  in Ma rc h o f 1886, he r fa mily le ft the  Bie rma nn fa rm a nd  

d isp e rse d .  By the  ne xt a va ila b le  c e nsus, in 1895, And re w a nd  Anny Ra smusse n 

we re  living  in Bie rma nn’ s ho use  with six fa rm wo rke rs, while  Bie rma nn wa s 

e nume ra te d  in a  St. Pa ul b o a rd ing  ho use .  His re p o rte d  o c c up a tio n wa s “ no ne .”   

And re w Ra smusse n is a lso  g ive n a s the  p rinc ip a l o c c up a nt o f the  ho use  o n the  

1896 p la t ma p .    

 

Bie rma nn a d o p te d  two  o f the  O lso ns’  c hild re n, Ella  a nd  Ca rl, a nd  sub se q ue ntly 

re turne d  to  his fa rm in Ro c he ste r To wnship .  Bo th he  a nd  C a rl, b y the n e ig hte e n, 

we re  living  the re  whe n the  U.S. c e nsus wa s ta ke n in the  summe r o f 1900—a lo ng  

with Bjo rn a nd  So p hia  Bra nd t, the ir so n Jo hn, a nd  So p hia ’ s b ro the r.  Pe rha p s 

re fle c ting  a n a rra ng e me nt so me thing  like  the  o ne  b e twe e n Bie rma nn a nd  the  

O lso ns, b o th Bie rma nns a re  liste d  a s b o a rd e rs. 

 

Within a  fe w ye a rs, C a rl ha d  ma rrie d  Je ssie  G ra ha m a nd  a c c e p te d  a  p o sitio n a t 

the  Unive rsity o f Minne so ta  a g ric ultura l sc ho o l in St. Pa ul, le a ving  Bie rma nn o n the  
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fa rm.  As the  a d o p te d  d a ug hte r o f Jo se p h G ra ha m, a no the r p ro mine nt 

Ro c he ste r To wnship  fa rme r, Je ssie  Bie rma nn wa s a  siste r to  e a rly Ma yo  C linic  

p a rtne r Dr. Christo p he r G ra ha m a nd  to  Ed ith G ra ha m Ma yo , wife  o f Dr. Cha rle s 

H. Ma yo .   Pe rha p s a t le a st in p a rt b e c a use  o f the  Bie rma nns’  ne w fa mily 

c o nne c tio n to  the  G ra ha ms a nd  the  Ma yo s, “ Bie rma nn’ s g ro ve ”  re p o rte d ly 

b e c a me  a  p o p ula r p ic nic  d e stina tio n fo r Ro c he ste r’ s yo ung  so c ia l e lite .20  � 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Je ssie  Gra ha m, c a . 1905.  

 Histo ry Ce nte r o f Olmste d 

Co unty. 
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The  Ge ne sis o f May o wo o d 

 

O n Ap ril 26, 1907, Bie rma nn so ld  his fa rm to  Drs. Willia m J. a nd  Cha rle s H. Ma yo  

fo r $20,000.  By the n, the  p ro p e rty wa s c o mp rise d  o f a b o ut 340 a c re s, o r mo st o f 

se c tio n 8 so uth o f C o unty Ro a d  8 a nd  a b o ut two -third s o f se c tio n 17, just to  the  

so uth.  Whe n the  tra nsa c tio n c lo se d  tha t fa ll, Bie rma nn mo ve d  e a st, to  a  sma lle r 

fa rm in se c tio n 13 o f Ro c he ste r To wnship  so uthe a st o f Christo p he r G ra ha m’ s 

fa rm.  He  live d  the re  until his d e a th in 1914, a lo ng  with Ca rl, Je ssie , a nd  the ir 

infa nt so n Ca rle to n. 

 

Re p o rte d ly, the  Ma yo  b ro the rs o rig ina lly inte nd e d  to  e sta b lish a  summe r 

re sid e nc e  o n the  fa rmste a d .21  This wa s a  time  whe n Will a nd  Cha rlie  Ma yo  live d  

in a d ja c e nt re sid e nc e s o n Co lle g e  (no w Fo urth) Stre e t, he ld  a  jo int c he c king  

a c c o unt, a nd  ha d  b e e n sha ring  a  la ke sid e  va c a tio n ho me  ne a r the  to wn o f 

O ro no c o , a b o ut twe lve  mile s no rth o f Ro c he ste r.22  Eve ntua lly, the  b ro the rs 

d isc o ve re d  se p a ra te  p a ssio ns—Will’ s fo r rive r c ruising  a nd  Cha rlie ’ s fo r na ture  

a nd  a g ric ultura l p ursuits—a nd  this fa mily re tre a t wa s d o na te d  to  Ro c he ste r’ s 

Siste rs o f St. Fra nc is, a  Fra nc isc a n o rd e r tha t ha d  d e ve lo p e d  a  c lo se  re la tio nship  

with the  Ma yo s thro ug h the ir wo rk to  e sta b lish a nd  ma inta in Ro c he ste r’ s St. Ma rys 

ho sp ita l.  The  Ro c he ste r To wnship  fa rmla nd  who se  o wne rship  wa s a ttrib ute d  to  

b o th b ro the rs o n the  1914 O lmste d  C o unty p la t ma p  b e c a me  the  fo und a tio n fo r 

Cha rlie ’ s Ma yo wo o d  Fa rms, whic h e ve ntua lly c o mp rise d  a b o ut 3,300 a c re s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Bie rma nn’ s g ro ve ,”  c a . 1905.  

Histo ry Ce nte r o f Olmste d o unty. 



   24 

 
1914 p la t ma p  o f Ro c he ste r To wnship .  Atla s a nd Fa rme r Dire c to ry o f 

 O lmste d Co unty, Minne so ta  (St. Pa ul: We b b  Pub lishing , 1914). 
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Cha rlie  Ma yo ’ s fa mily, a t le a st, b e g a n to  e njo y so me  o f this p ro p e rty a s e a rly a s 

1900.  Pe rha p s the y we re  a mo ng  the  p ic nic ke rs a t “ Bie rma nn’ s g ro ve ,”  e sp e c ia lly 

g ive n the  re la tio nship  b e twe e n Mrs. Ma yo  a nd  Je ssie  Bie rma nn, b ut the  fa mily 

fa mo usly p re fe rre d  a  p riva te  sp o t und e r a  la rg e  o a k tre e  tha t wo uld  ha ve  b e e n 

so uth o f the  Bie rma nn ho me .  This ultima te ly wa s to  b e c o me  the  fo c a l p o int 

a ro und  whic h the  Ma yo s’  c o untry re sid e nc e  wo uld  b e  b uilt, a llo wing  Dr. Cha rlie  

to  b uild  a  ne w life style  a s a  g e ntle ma n fa rme r. 

 

Afte r the  p urc ha se  o f Ad o lp h Bie rma nn’ s fa rm, his ho use  wo uld  ha ve  b e e n 

a va ila b le  fo r the  fa mily’ s use .  Ane c d o ta l a c c o unts a sse rt tha t the  Ma yo s live d  in 

the  Bie rma nn ho use  whe n the y first sta ye d  o n the  p ro p e rty, b e fo re  b uild ing  a  

we e ke nd  re tre a t the y c a lle d  “ the  Ivy Co tta g e ”  a nd  la te r c o nstruc ting  “ the  Big  

Ho use ,”  whic h b e c a me  the ir ma in re sid e nc e  d uring  the  1920s.23 

 

As Cha rlie  Ma yo  ind ulg e d  his ta ste  fo r inno va tio n, first in the  d e sig n o f his ho me  

a nd  the n in e xp e rime nta l fa rming  me tho d s tha t re fle c te d  his inte re st in 

c o nse rva tio n a nd  p ub lic  he a lth, he  d e ve lo p e d  wha t wo uld  b e c o me  a  mo d e l 

fa rm.  C o nstruc te d  b y lo c a l c o ntra c to r G a rfie ld  Sc hwa rtz, who  a lso  b uilt e a rly 

Ma yo  C linic  b uild ing s a nd  ho me s fo r ma ny o f the  C linic ’ s le a d ing  p hysic ia ns, 

Ma yo wo o d ’ s ma in re sid e nc e  is o ne  o f the  fe w histo ric a lly sig nific a nt ho me s in the  

Mid we st to  ma ke  e xte nsive  use  o f c o nc re te  a nd  inc lud e d  the  a re a ’ s first a ir 

c o o ling  syste m, a  c e ntra l va c uum c le a ne r, hyd ro e le c tric  p o we r a nd  so la r wa te r 

he a ting .  The  ho me ’ s d e sig n wa s b a se d  o n a  te c hniq ue  Dr. Cha rlie  ha d  

d e ve lo p e d  tha t a llo we d  fo r the  c re a tio n o f a n insula ting  a ir sp a c e  b e twe e n 

inte rio r a nd  e xte rio r wa lls..  O nc e  Sc hwa rtz wa s p e rsua d e d  to  try b uild ing  a  

c o nc re te  struc ture , whic h wa s to  b e  re info rc e d  with o ld  fa rm imp le me nts, he  

ne e d e d  to  b uy the  la rg e st c e me nt mixe r e ve r se e n in Ro c he ste r.24 

 

Ba se d  o n his ma na g e me nt o f Ma yo wo o d  Fa rms, Dr. C ha rlie  a lso  is c re d ite d  with 

a d va nc ing  b o th a g ric ulture  a nd  p ub lic  he a lth in O lmste d  Co unty.  Esp e c ia lly 

sinc e  me d ic ine , no t fa rming , wa s Dr. Cha rlie ’ s p rima ry live liho o d , he  hire d  fa rm 

ma na g e rs to  o ve rse e  the  fa rms a nd  c re ws o f wo rke rs to  sta ff so me  o f his 

o p e ra tio ns, suc h a s the  g re e nho use s, sta b le s a nd  d a iry.  The  1930 c e nsus sho ws 

ma ny suc h p e o p le  living  in the  vic inity o f Ma yo wo o d .  The  fa rms, the mse lve s, 

we re  wo rke d  b y re sid e nt fa rm fa milie s—who  ra ise d  d a iry c a ttle  fro m the  Ma yo  

Ho lste in, G ue rnse y, a nd  Bro wn Swiss he rd s in e xc ha ng e  fo r ha lf o f the  milk 

p ro d uc e d .25   

 

Dr. Cha rlie  p ut his d a iry o p e ra tio ns to  g o o d  use  in the  se rvic e  o f sc ie nc e  b y 

d e mo nstra ting —c o ntra ry to  ma ny lo c a l fa rme rs’  a sse rtio ns—tha t c le a n, d ise a se -

fre e  milk c o uld  b e  p ro d uc e d  e c o no mic a lly.  As Ro c he ste r’ s p ub lic  he a lth o ffic e r, 

he  sto o d  up  to  c ity o ffic ia ls a nd  re g io na l milk d istrib uto rs b y suc c e ssfully lo b b ying   

fo r ma nd a to ry milk insp e c tio ns, sa nita ry ha nd ling  p ra c tic e s a nd  p a ste uriza tio n.  

Afte r p ro mo ting  a n o rd ina nc e  re q uiring  re g ula r munic ip a l g a rb a g e  c o lle c tio n, 

he  te ste d  the  p o ssib ility o f using  sa nitize d  fo o d  wa ste  to  fe e d  his p ure b re d  ho g s 

a nd  so o n p ro ve d  tha t this p ra c tic e  c o uld  b e  b o th p ra c tic a l a nd  p ro fita b le . 
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Ge o rg e  a nd Ha rrie t 

Lifko , with so n 

Le o na rd in 

Ge o rg e ’ s a rms a nd 

(fro m le ft to  rig ht) 

c hildre n Ra ymo nd, 

He le n a nd Mildre d, 

c a . 1917.  Histo ry 

Ce nte r o f Olmste d 

Co unty. 

 

 

Dr. Cha rlie ’ s o the r a b id ing  inte re sts we re  in a nima l husb a nd ry, wild life  

c o nse rva tio n, a nd  ho rtic ulture —a ll o f whic h we re  fe d  b y his life style  a t 

Ma yo wo o d .  In a d d itio n to  d a iry c a ttle  a nd  p ig s, he  ra ise d  ho rse s, ke p t e xo tic  

p o ultry, a nd  e sta b lishe d  a  g a me  p re se rve  tha t ho use d  va rio us sp e c ie s.  He  

p la nte d  tho usa nd s o f tre e s o n the  e sta te , ho p ing  to  p re ve nt e ro sio n, imp ro ve  so il 

a nd  a ir q ua lity, a nd  inc re a se  wild life  ha b ita t.  As we ll, he  b uilt a  la rg e  

c o mme rc ia l g re e nho use  to  ra ise  mo re  tha n 165 va rie tie s o f c hrysa nthe mums, 

re using  g la ss X-ra y p la te s in its ro o f, a nd  d e vo te d  himse lf to  the  c re a tio n o f a  

sp e c ta c ula r la nd sc a p e  o n the  hillsid e  b e lo w his ho me  a nd  o n isla nd s in the  80-

a c re  la ke  he  ha d  fo rme d  b y d a mming  the  ne a rb y Zumb ro  Rive r.  The  ho use  so o n 

b e c a me  a  lo c a l la nd ma rk, fe a ture d  o n c o lo re d  p o stc a rd s se nt a ro und  the  

c o untry b y Ma yo  C linic  p a tie nts, a nd  wa s visite d  b y he a d s o f sta te  a nd  o the r 

c e le b ritie s who  we re  Ma yo  C linic  p a tie nts a s we ll a s re c ip ie nts o f the  Ma yo  

fa mily’ s p e rso na l ho sp ita lity. 

 

Und e r Dr. Cha rlie ’ s o wne rship , the  Bie rma nn ho use  b e c a me  a  re sid e nc e  fo r 

so me  o f Ma yo wo o d ’ s d o me stic  sta ff.  Amo ng  the se  ma y ha ve  b e e n G e o rg e  

Lifto , who  wo rke d  fo r Dr. Cha rlie  a s a n e ng ine e r a nd  wa s p ho to g ra p he d  in fro nt 

o f the  ho use  with his fa mily in a b o ut 1917.26   The  1930 c e nsus sho ws e ig ht a d ults 

a nd  fo ur c hild re n living  in the  ho use .  O f the  a d ults, a ll b ut the  wife  o f the  

ho use ho ld  he a d , who  wa s the  Ma yo s’  c a re ta ke r, we re  Ma yo  ho use ho ld  

wo rke rs.27  � 
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Adapting  to  the  Mo de rn Era 

 

Fo llo wing  Dr. Cha rlie ’ s 1939 d e a th, his so n Cha rle s, p o p ula rly kno wn a s “ Dr. 

Chuc k”  Ma yo  a nd  a lso  a  Ma yo  C linic  p hysic ia n, inhe rite d  the  Ma yo wo o d  e sta te  

a nd  his fa the r’ s so c ia l ro le  a s ho st to  visiting  d ig nita rie s o n the  C linic ’ s b e ha lf.  He  

a nd  his wife , Alic e  Pla nk Ma yo , ra ise d  six c hild re n a t Ma yo wo o d  a nd  c o ntinue d  

to  ma inta in it in muc h the  sa me  wa y a s it ha d  b e e n d uring  Dr. Cha rlie ’ s life time , 

a ltho ug h c ha ng ing  e c o no mic  a nd  so c ia l c o nd itio ns d iminishe d  the  sc a le  o f  

its o p e ra tio ns.  Ed ith Ma yo  live d  fo r fo ur ye a rs a fte r he r husb a nd ’ s d e a th, b ut 

c ho se  to  mo ve  fro m the  fa mily re sid e nc e  a nd  d e vo te  he rse lf to  fa mily a nd  

c ha rita b le  a c tivity a t Ivy Lo d g e , a no the r Ma yo wo o d  re sid e nc e .  A se wing  g ro up  

she  sta rte d  the re  d uring  this p e rio d  la te r b e c a me  the  Zumb ro  Va lle y b ra nc h o f 

the  Re d  C ro ss.  

 

So me whe re  a ro und  this time , Alic e  Ma yo ’ s p a re nts, C he ste r a nd  Lillie  Pla nk, who  

ha d  mo ve d  to  Ma yo wo o d  fro m Pe nnsylva nia  with the ir d a ug hte r, mo ve d  into  

the  Bie rma nn ho use .  C he ste r Pla nk, a  c a re e r “ b utte r a nd  e g g  ma n,”  

sub se q ue ntly to o k o ve r the  ma na g e me nt o f Ma yo wo o d  Fa rms und e r Dr. Chuc k’ s 

o wne rship  a nd  fulfille d  this re sp o nsib ility until the  mid -1950s.28 

 

Ae ria l vie w o f e a rly Ma yo wo o d b uilding s, c a . 1935. 

Histo ry Ce nte r o f Olmste d Co unty. 
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The  Pla nks in the  living  ro o m o f the  Ma yo wo o d re side nc e , c a . 1950.   

Histo ry Ce nte r o f Olmste d Co unty. 
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Mrs. Pla nk live d  until 1966, a fte r whic h time  Chuc k a nd  Alic e ’ s so n Ed wa rd  (Ne d ) 

mo ve d  into  the  ho use  with his wife  Rita  a nd  two  c hild re n.  During  the  ye a rs the  

fa mily live d  in the  ho use , a  third  c hild  wa s b o rn a nd  Ne d  a nd  Rita  e sta b lishe d  a n 

a ntiq ue  g a lle ry, whic h still c o ntinue s und e r Rita ’ s ma na g e me nt, in the  fo rme r 

Ma yo wo o d  g re e nho use . 

 

In 1963, the  Ma yo  he irs fo rme d  a  ho ld ing  c o mp a ny, Ma yo wo o d  Ente rp rise s, Ltd ., 

to  fa c ilita te  the  tra nsfe r o f the  fa mily’ s re a l e sta te  a sse ts a fte r C huc k a nd  Alic e ’ s 

d e a ths.29  Alic e  Ma yo  d ie d  just fo ur ye a rs la te r, a nd  wa s fo llo we d  b y he r husb a nd  

within a  ye a r.  Sup e rse d ing  the  te rms o f a n e a rlie r will, in whic h he  e xp re sse d  his 

d e sire  fo r Ma yo wo o d  to  b e  g ive n to  the  Minne so ta  Histo ric a l So c ie ty a nd  

o p e ra te d  a s a  p ub lic  muse um, Dr. Chuc k b e q ue a the d  his p rinc ip a l re sid e nc e , 

a b o ut te n a c re s o f the  surro und ing  la nd sc a p e , a nd  a  trust fund  to  the  O lmste d  

Co unty Histo ric a l So c ie ty (no w the  Histo ry Ce nte r o f O lmste d  Co unty).  His 

e xp re sse d  wish in b o th d o c ume nts wa s to  e ntrust the  fa mily re sid e nc e  to  the  

ste wa rd ship  o f o ne  o f the se  institutio ns so  tha t it c o uld  b e  use d  a s a  muse um to  

inte rp re t the  live s o f the  thre e  g e ne ra tio ns o f Ma yo s tha t ha d  live d  the re .  The  re st 

o f Dr. Chuc k’ s e xte nsive  fa rm p ro p e rtie s, inc lud ing  the  fo rme r Bie rma nn 

fa rmho use , we re  le ft to  his c hild re n.  During  the  sa me  ye a r, Ma yo wo o d  wa s 

d e c la re d  a  Minne so ta  Histo ric  Site  b y a n a c t o f the  Minne so ta  Le g isla ture  a nd  

d e d ic a te d  a s suc h.30 

 

Ma yo wo o d  Ente rp rise s c o ntinue d  to  ma na g e  the  ho use  a s a  re nta l p ro p e rty until 

1979, whe n O lmste d  Co unty, the  p re se nt o wne r o f the  ho use , a c q uire d  it d uring  

the  first p ha se  o f its Ma yo wo o d  Co rrid o r Pro je c t.  This wa s a  p la n to  inc re a se  the  

sa fe ty o f re c re a tio na l tra il use rs b y p ro vid ing  a n a lte rna tive  to  ve hic ula r 

ro a d wa ys fo r wa lking , running , o r b ic yc ling . 

 

In 1978, fo llo wing  the  a p p ro va l o f sta te  a nd  fe d e ra l g ra nts to  p urc ha se  73 a c re s 

d o wnstre a m fro m the  Ma yo wo o d  d a m, the  C o unty d e te rmine d  tha t fund s we re  

a va ila b le  to  p urc ha se  the  ho use  a nd  a me nd e d  its g ra nt a p p lic a tio n to  c o ve r 

se ve nty-five  p e rc e nt o f the  ho use ’ s $120,000 a p p ra ise d  va lue .  C o unty sta ff 

b e lie ve d  tha t p riva te  o wne rship  o f a  re sid e nc e  in suc h c lo se  p ro ximity to  the  tra il 

e a se me nt a nd  Ma yo wo o d ’ s d rive wa y ha d  the  p o te ntia l to  c re a te  future  

d iffic ultie s.  The y fo re sa w tha t the  ho use  wo uld  ha ve  va lue  a s a n inte rp re tive  

c e nte r o r a  c a re ta ke r’ s re sid e nc e  fo r ithe  e nvisio ne d  Ma yo wo o d  Co rrid o r Pa rk, o r 

a s a n inte rp re tive  c e nte r fo r the  Histo ry Ce nte r o f O lmste d  Co unty’ s Ma yo wo o d  

to urs.31  A d e c id ing  fa c to r in the  d e c isio n to  p urc ha se  the  ho use  wa s a  b e lie f tha t 

the  re ve nue  inc o me  it g e ne ra te d , the n a b o ut $6,500 p e r ye a r, wa s mo re  tha n 

a d e q ua te  to  c o ve r e xisting  re p a ir ne e d s (a t a n e stima te d  c o st o f $2,000 to  

$2,500), a s we ll a s o ng o ing  ma inte na nc e .32  The  C o unty jud g e d  the  ho use , a s 

we ll a s its ro o f, p lumb ing , a nd  e le c tric a l syste ms, to  b e  so und  a nd  id e ntifie d  

re la tive ly mino r ma inte na nc e  issue s tha t c o uld  b e  a d d re sse d  b y its p e rso nne l.33 

 

O n O c to b e r 19, 1979, Ma yo wo o d  Ente rp rise s e ffe c tive ly so ld  the  ho use , a lo ng  

with 1.3 a c re s o f the  la nd  up o n whic h it sto o d , to  O lmste d  C o unty fo r $120,000.  

Ab o ut ha lf o f the  $222,200 p urc ha se  p ric e  fo r this p a rc e l a nd  the  73 a c re s 

p la nne d  fo r p a rkla nd  wa s b o rne  b y the  Co unty, with sta te  a nd  fe d e ra l g ra nt 
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fund s ma king  up  the  re ma ind e r.34  Whe n sub se q ue nt o p p o sitio n b y re sid e nts 

we st o f Ma yo wo o d  Da m ha lte d  the  p a rk’ s d e ve lo p me nt, the  Co unty 

a b a nd o ne d  the  se c o nd  a nd  third  p ha se s o f its p la n, whic h wo uld  ha ve  inc lud e d  

the  p urc ha se  o f a no the r 200 a c re s o f la nd  up stre a m o f the  d a m.  It sub se q ue ntly 

fulfille d  its p rima ry o b je c tive  o f imp ro ving  a c c e ss to  re c re a tio na l tra ils b y tra d ing  

a  12-a c re  p a rc e l o f the  ne wly p urc ha se d  73 a c re s b a c k to  Ma yo wo o d  

Ente rp rise s in e xc ha ng e  fo r 19 wo o d e d  a c re s tha t c o uld  c o nne c t to  the  C ity o f 

Ro c he ste r’ s tra il syste m. 

 

The  Co unty ha s c o ntinue d  to  o wn the  p ro p e rty p rima rily b e c a use  o f a n 

und e rsta nd ing  tha t, und e r the  te rms o f the  g ra nts tha t fund e d  its p urc ha se , the  

site  must b e  use d  fo r o utd o o r re c re a tio n a nd  c a nno t b e  so ld  o r tra nsfe rre d  unle ss 

it is re p la c e d  b y a  simila r p ro p e rty o f e q ua l re c re a tio na l va lue , a nd  this o nly with 

the  p rio r writte n c o nse nt o f the  g ra nting  a utho ritie s.  Pe nd ing  the  d e ve lo p me nt 

o f a  mo re  c o mp e lling  p la n, the  Co unty Pa rks De p a rtme nt c o ntinue d  to  ma inta in 

the  ho use  a s a  two -unit re sid e ntia l re nta l p ro p e rty, g e ne ra ting  $7,020 p e r ye a r, 

until e a rly 1991.   

 

G ive n the  suita b ility o f the  p ro p e rty to  the  Histo ry C e nte r o f O lmste d  C o unty’ s 

missio n, a nd  the  fa c t tha t its inte nd e d  use  a s a n inte rp re tive  c e nte r fo r 

Ma yo wo o d  Co rrid o r Pa rk ha d  no t b e e n re a lize d , the  Co unty e nte re d  into  a  25-

ye a r le a se  with the  Histo ric a l So c ie ty o n Ma rc h 12, 1991.  This a llo we d  the  Histo ry 

Ce nte r to  use  the  p ro p e rty fo r its o wn p urp o se s in e xc ha ng e  fo r ke e p ing  it in 

g o o d  re p a ir, insuring  it a nd  p a ying  a ny ta xe s o r a sse ssme nts a g a inst it, a s we ll a s 

$1.00 in re nt.  The  le a se  a lso  a llo we d  the  Histo ry Ce nte r to  ma ke  imp ro ve me nts 

a nd  a lte ra tio ns to  the  p ro p e rty—a s lo ng  a s the se  p re se rve d  the  histo ric  

c ha ra c te r o f the  p ro p e rty, we re  c o nsiste nt with the  te rms o f the  Minne so ta  Sta te  

Pla nning  Ag e nc y O utd o o r Re c re a tio n Pro je c t g ra nts use d  to  p urc ha se  it, a nd  

we re  in c o mp lia nc e  with lo c a l, sta te  a nd  fe d e ra l re g ula tio ns. 

 

Altho ug h the  Histo ric a l So c ie ty use d  the  p ro p e rty to  ho use  its Exe c utive  Dire c to r 

until 1999, it ha s sinc e  sto o d  va c a nt.  In 2002, the  So c ie ty d ra fte d  a  b usine ss p la n 

tha t o utline d  lo ng  te rm g o a ls fo r its ho ld ing s in the  Ma yo wo o d  Histo ric  Distric t.  As 

sp e c ifie d  b y this p la n, the  ho use  wo uld  b e  use d  a s a  g ift sho p  a nd  visito r 

o rie nta tio n c e nte r fo r the  Histo ric a l So c ie ty’ s Ma yo wo o d  to urs.  To  d a te , this p la n 

ha s no t b e e n re a lize d  a nd  the  future  o f the  Bie rma nn ho use , like  o the r e le me nts 

o f the  Ma yo wo o d  Histo ric  Distric t, is unc le a r.  Esp e c ia lly g ive n tha t the  le a se  o n 

the  ho use  is d ue  to  e xp ire  in 2016, this re p o rt wa s c o mmissio ne d  b y O lmste d  

Co unty to  inve stig a te  a  p o ssib le  wa y fo rwa rd .  � 
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B. Chronolog y of De ve lopme nt a nd Use  

 

The  first kno wn re fe re nc e  to  the  ho use  no w sta nd ing  a s the  site  is a  fire  insura nc e  

p o lic y Ad o lp h Bie rma nn to o k o ut o n his fa rmste a d  in De c e mb e r o f 1880, little  

mo re  tha t a  mo nth a fte r p urc ha sing  it.  This d e sc rib e s a  “ two  a nd  o ne  ha lf sto ry, 

shing le  ro o f b ric k d we lling , 30 fe e t b y 30 fe e t,”  va lue d  a t $1,700, a nd  a  “ 38 fo o t 

b y 40 fo o t a nd  16 fo o t [ille g ib le ]”  with sto ne  b a se wo rk,”  va lue d  a t $800.35  

Bie rma nn a lso  re fe rre d  to  the  ho use  in a  le tte r p re sume d  to  ha ve  b e e n writte n 

a ro und  1884, whic h c o nve ys his sa tisfa c tio n in o wning  “1,260 a c re s o f la nd  a nd  

a n e le g a nt ma nsio n in the  C ity,”  a ll mo rtg a g e d  fo r $5,000.36  The  sho rt p e rio d  o f 

time  b e twe e n the  p ro p e rty’ s p urc ha se  a nd  his insuring  suc h sub sta ntia l 

struc ture s—a s we ll a s the  fa c t tha t he  q uic kly c ho se  this p ro p e rty a s his 

re sid e nc e , ra the r tha n the  o the r fa rm p ro p e rtie s he  a lre a d y o wne d —ind ic a te  the  

like liho o d  tha t the  b ric k ho use  p re d a te s his o wne rship .  

 

1860–1880:  John F. J. Ha rma n 

 

The  b e lie f tha t the  ho use  a nd , p o ssib ly, the  ne a rb y sp ring  ho use  we re  

c o nstruc te d  b y Jo hn FitzJe rro le  Ha rmo n is b a se d  up o n this histo ric a l e vid e nc e , a s 

we ll a s the  c o nsta nt p re se nc e  o f a  re sid e nc e  a t its lo c a tio n o n To wnship  p la t 

ma p s fro m a s e a rly a s 1868.  The  insura nc e  re c o rd  a lso  c o nfirms tha t the  Ha rmo n 

fa mily’ s re sid e nc e  wo uld  ha ve  c o nsiste d  o f the  30 fo o t b y 30 fo o t ma in p o rtio n o f 

the  ho use .  The  p rinc ip a l e ntra nc e , no w thro ug h the  to we r, ma y ha ve  b e e n 

thro ug h the  no w-c lo se d  d o o rwa y o n the  we st sid e  o f the  living  ro o m o r the  

e xisting  e ntry to  the  living  ro o m. 

 

Altho ug h future  inve stig a tio n o f the  ho use ’ s a rc hite c tura l histo ry ma y yie ld  ne w 

insig hts, it is re a so na b le  to  c o nje c ture  tha t the  Ha rmo ns’  use  o f the ir ho use  wa s 

re la tive ly typ ic a l fo r a  wo rking  fa rmho use  o f the ir e ra .  Pla ns fro m this p e rio d  

typ ic a lly c a ll fo r two  a d jo ining  c o mmo n ro o ms, a  living  ro o m a nd  a  p a rlo r, in the  

fro nt o f the  ma in flo o r a nd  a  p a ntry to  the  re a r o f the  ho use  with a c c e ss to  the  

living  ro o m.  Also  to  the  re a r o f the  ma in flo o r c o uld  b e  o ne  o r two  b e d ro o ms 

a nd , in the  sma lle st o f c o tta g e s, the  kitc he n.  If the re  wa s a  lo we r le ve l, it wo uld  

c o nta in the  kitc he n, a  wa sh ro o m, a  c e lla r fo r fo o d  sto ra g e , a nd  o the r utilita ria n 

ro o ms.37  It is e a sy to  se e  a  c o rre sp o nd e nc e  b e twe e n the se  histo ric  

c o nfig ura tio ns a nd  the  c urre nt la yo ut o f the  ma in p a rt o f the  ho use . 

 
The  te mp o ra ry ma na g e me nt o f the  Ha rmo n p ro p e rty b y ne ig hb o r Na nc y Ba ke r 

in 1870 a nd  the  And rus fa mily fro m 1877 to  1880 p ro b a b ly d id  no t re sult in 

sig nific a nt c ha ng e s to  the  ho use ’ s struc ture .  Ba ke r ma y no t e ve n ha ve  use d  the  

ho use  d uring  the  sho rt d ura tio n o f he r c o ntra c t with the  Ha rmo ns, sinc e  she  a nd  

he r fa mily live d  o n a n a d jo ining  fa rm with e a sy a c c e ss to  the  Ha rmo ns’  fie ld s.  

The  And rus fa mily’ s re sid e nc e  in the  ho use , o n the  o the r ha nd , is d o c ume nte d  in 

the  1878 O lmste d  Co unty p la t b o o k.  But d e sp ite  the  fa c t tha t his fa mily wa s 

a b o ut twic e  a s la rg e  a s the  Ha rmo ns’ , with se ve n me mb e rs, it se e ms unlike ly tha t 

And rus wo uld  ha ve  a llo c a te d  re so urc e s to  a  re no va tio n whe n he  a lre a d y wa s 

ha ving  d iffic ulty me e ting  the  te rms o f his c o ntra c t to  p urc ha se  the  ho use .  Eve n 
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g ive n Mrs. And rus’ s re p o rte d  d isa b ility, the  ho use  sho uld  ha ve  b e e n a d e q ua te  to  

the  fa mily’ s ne e d s, with the  p o te ntia l fo r se ve ra l b e d ro o ms o n e a c h o f the  up p e r 

flo o rs.  

 

1880–1907:  Adolph Bie rma nn 

 

Ad o lp h Bie rma nn’ s p re sume d  a d d itio n o f the  fro nt to we r wo uld  ha ve  c re a te d  

re la tive ly p riva te  q ua rte rs fo r Bie rma nn a nd  his a d o p te d  c hild re n, with a  

se p a ra te  e ntra nc e  thro ug h the  c urre nt fro nt d o o r a nd  the  sta irwe ll tha t e xiste d  

whe re  the  c lo se t we st o f the  fro nt e ntry is no w lo c a te d .  The  ma in p o rtio n o f the  

ho use  wo uld  still ha ve  b e e n use a b le  b y the  O lso ns, the  Bra nd ts, a nd  e ve n the  

Ra smusse ns a nd  the  a sso rtme nt o f fa rmha nd s who  live d  with the m, a s a  

fa rmho use —muc h a s it ha d  b e e n b y the  Ha rmo ns.  Bie rma nn a nd  whic he ve r 

fa rm fa mily wa s o c c up ying  the  ma in p a rt o f the  ho use  wo uld  the n ha ve  b e e n 

a b le  to  c o mmunic a te —fo r me a ls, so c ia lizing  o r ho use ke e p ing  p urp o se s—via  the  

d o o r tha t c urre ntly le a d s fro m the  fro nt ve stib ule  into  the  living  ro o m, o r the  so uth 

sta irwa y.   

 

The  e xiste nc e  o f two  d istinc t living  q ua rte rs c o uld  ha ve  b e e n the  fa c to r tha t 

p ro mp te d  c e nsus ta ke rs to  inte rp re t Bie rma nn a s a  p a ying  g ue st.  Ho we ve r, 

se p a ra tio n fro m the  fa rm’ s d a y-to -d a y tra ffic  wo uld  ha ve  a llo we d  him to  

c o nd uc t his b usine ss a nd  p o litic a l a ffa irs with a  suita b le  d e g re e  o f d ig nity—a nd  

ma y ha ve  le nt the  ho use  the  d e g re e  o f re fine me nt tha t p ro mp te d  him to  

d e sc rib e  it a s “ a  fine  ma nsio n.”   

 

1907–1939:  Cha rle s H. (Cha rlie ) Ma yo 

 

No  d o c ume nta tio n ha s b e e n fo und  to  ind ic a te  whe the r the  ho use  wa s mo d ifie d  

in a ny wa y d uring  the  first p e rio d  o f the  Ma yo  fa mily’ s o wne rship .  Eve n if the y 

use d  it c a sua lly just a fte r the  Bie rma nn fa rm’ s p urc ha se , a s p o p ula r b e lie f wo uld  

ha ve  it, it se e ms unlike ly tha t Dr. Cha rlie  wo uld  ha ve  re mo d e le d  the  ho use  whe n 

a  mo re  p e rma ne nt re sid e nc e  wo uld  so o n b e  c o mp le te d . 

 

O n the  o the r ha nd , g ive n Dr. Cha rlie ’ s me tic ulo us c a re  fo r his e sta te , a nd  the  

fa c t tha t Ma yo wo o d  sta ff o c c up ie d  the  ho use  d uring  a t le a st so me  o f the  p e rio d  

b e twe e n 1911 a nd  the  e a rly 1930s, the  ho use  like ly e njo ye d  re g ula r 

ma inte na nc e , a t le a st.  In a d d itio n, sinc e  Dr. Cha rlie  wa s a c tive ly e xp e rime nting  

with p o we r g e ne ra tio n a t his d a m o n the  Zumb ro  Rive r ne a rb y, a nd  e ve ntua lly 

use d  it to  p ro vid e  e ne rg y to  his o wn re sid e nc e , it is p o ssib le  tha t the  b ric k ho use  

a lso  wa s e le c trifie d  lo ng  b e fo re  its o the r ne ig hb o rs.  

 

O lmste d  C o unty re c o rd s ind ic a te  tha t the  Bie rma nn ho use  wa s re ha b ilita te d  in 

the  1930s, whe n e xte rio r wa lls we re  a nc ho re d  to  a d d re ss struc tura l shifting  a nd  

so me  inte rio r wa lls a nd  c e iling s we re  re -p la ste re d .38  Whe the r this wo rk wa s d o ne  

d uring  the  p e rio d  o f Dr. Cha rlie ’ s o wne rship , o r if it wa s p a rt o f the  a mb itio us 

re mo d e ling  e ffo rts tha t to o k p la c e  whe n Dr. Chuc k a nd  Alic e  Ma yo  o wne d  the  

ho use , is no t c urre ntly kno wn.  
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Lillie  Pla nk in the  living  ro o m o f he r re d  b ric k ho me  o n the  Ma yo wo o d  e sta te , 

1963.  Histo ry Ce nte r o f O lmste d  Co unty. 

 

 

1939–1968:  Dr. Cha rle s W. (Chuc k) Ma yo 

 

The re  is no  d o ub t tha t the  ho use  und e rwe nt c ha ng e s b e fo re  b e c o ming  the  

re sid e nc e  o f Mrs. Ma yo ’ s p a re nts, Che ste r a nd  Lillie  Pla nk.  Alic e  Ma yo , who  ha d  

a n a vid  inte re st in inte rio r d e sig n, re c o nfig ure d  its inte rio r to  me e t the ir ne e d s b y 

c lo sing  the  ste e p  sta irwa y to  the  third  flo o r to we r ro o m to  c re a te  a  c lo se t in the  

fro nt e ntrywa y, a llo wing  a c c e ss to  tha t flo o r o nly via  the  p re se nt sta irc a se .  The  

to we r ro o m b e c a me  Alic e ’ s a rt stud io  a nd  wa s so me time s a lso  use d  b y he r 

mo the r, a n a c c o mp lishe d  se a mstre ss, a s a  se wing  ro o m.  The  two  p rima ry ro o ms 

o f the  ma in flo o r we re  e mp lo ye d  a s a  living  ro o m, to  the  le ft o f the  e ntrywa y, 

a nd  the  ma ste r b e d ro o m.  At the  re a r o f this flo o r wa s a  sunro o m tha t is b e lie ve d  

to  ha ve  b e e n a d d e d  fo r the  Pla nks.  The  lo we r le ve l he ld  the  o rig ina l kitc he n, a  

la und ry ro o m, sto ra g e , a  sma ll sitting  ro o m, a nd  a  sc re e ne d  p o rc h.  Fa mily 

me mb e rs a lso  re p o rt tha t the  g a ra g e , a s we ll a s the  fro nt te rra c e  a b o ve  it, wa s 

a d d e d  fo r the  Pla nks. 39  A c lo se  insp e c tio n o f the  1917 p ho to g ra p h o f the  Lifko s 

c o nfirms this like liho o d .  

 

Fo llo wing  the  d e a th o f Lillie  Pla nk in 1966, the  Ma yo s so n Ed wa rd  (Ne d ) mo ve d  

into  the  ho use  with his wife  Rita  a nd  two  c hild re n.  The  c hild re n a nd  the ir na nny 

to o k o ve r the  ho use ’ s to p  flo o r—with the  to we r ro o m se rving  a s a  b e d ro o m fo r 

the  c hild re n, who  e ve ntua lly numb e re d  thre e , a nd  the  b e d ro o m a c ro ss the  ha ll 

b e ing  use d  b y the ir na nny.  The  Ma yo s c lo se d  the  d o o r tha t o p e ne d  fro m the  
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living  ro o m to  the  d rive wa y a nd  c o nc e a le d  this b e hind  a n inte rio r b o o kc a se , b ut 

o the rwise  c o ntinue d  to  use  the  re st o f the  ho use  muc h a s it ha d  b e e n b e fo re .  

The  lo we r le ve l sitting  ro o m b e c a me  a  fa vo rite  se tting  fo r p a rtie s a nd  the  sp ring  

ho use  just o utsid e  wa s o fte n use d  to  c hill b e ve ra g e s in the  summe r.40 � 

 
1969–1979:  Ma yowood Ente rprise s, Ltd. 

 

Und e r Ma yo wo o d  Ente rp rise s’  o wne rship , a  ne w und e rg ro und  e le c tric a l se rvic e  

wa s insta lle d  a t the  ho use  a nd  a  se c o nd  kitc he n wa s a d d e d  to  its ma in flo o r, so  

tha t it c o uld  b e  d ivid e d  into  two  re nta l units.  Va rio us p a rtie s—ma ny o f the m 

me d ic a l re sid e nts a t the  Ma yo  C linic —o c c up ie d  the  ho use  until Ma yo wo o d  

Ente rp rise s so ld  it to  O lmste d  Co unty in 1979. � 

 

1979–Pre se nt:  O lmste d County 

 

The  Histo ric a l So c ie ty c o ntinue d  to  use  the  ho use  a s a  re nta l p ro p e rty until 1994, 

a nd  a s a  re sid e nc e  fo r its d ire c to r until Aug ust o f 1999.  The  Histo ric a l So c ie ty d id  

no t re mo d e l the  ho use  d uring  this p e rio d ; ho we ve r, p ro b a b ly in the  winte r o f 

1999, fre e zing  te mp e ra ture s insid e  the  ho use  c a use d  a  p lumb ing  fa ilure  tha t 

d a ma g e d  its he a ting  a nd  p lumb ing  syste ms, a s we ll a s muc h o f its inte rio r.  The  

ho use  is c urre ntly no t in fit c o nd itio n fo r ha b ita tio n. �   
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Figure  2. Fro nt vie w o f the  Bie rmann ho use , 2010.  Altho ug h the  ho use  is b e lie ve d 

to  ha ve  b e e n b uilt b y Jo hn FitzJe rro le  Ha rmo n in the  1860s, Ado lp h Bie rma nn 

like ly a dde d the  Ro ma ne sq ue  e ntry to we r in the 1880s.  The  fro nt te rra c e  a nd 

g a ra g e  we re  c o nstruc te d in the  1930s, during  a  re no va tio n o f the  ho use  tha t 

p re p a re d it to  b e c o me  the  ho me  o f Alic e  Ma yo ’ s p a re nts (se e  lo we r le ve l flo o r 

p la n fo r p ho to  va nta g e  p o int). 
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C. Physic a l De sc ription 

The  p a g e s to  fo llo w will d e sc rib e  the  ho use ’ s site , struc tura l fe a ture s a nd  

ma te ria ls, b e g inning  with its e xte rio r a nd  p ro g re ssing  fro m ro o m to  ro o m within 

the  ho use .  Muc h o f this sto ry will b e  to ld  thro ug h p ho to g ra p hs d o c ume nting  the  

ho use ’ s c urre nt fo rm a nd  fe a ture s.  The  d ra wing s inc lud e d  in the  fina l se c tio n o f 

this re p o rt ma y a lso  b e  he lp ful to  und e rsta nd ing  the  ho use ’ s d e sig n.   

Site  

The  a sp ha lt e ntry d rive  to  the  Ma yo wo o d  re sid e nc e  b e g ins a t the  Bie rma nn 

ho use  a nd  fo llo ws a  ha lf mile  c o urse  a lo ng  a  lo w lime sto ne  wa ll, b uilt in the  e a rly 

ye a rs o f the  e sta te ’ s d e ve lo p me nt, tha t d isp la ys Eng lish-style  c ra ftsma nship  

thro ug h its “ d ra g o n to o th”  d e sig n.  At o ne  time , the se  sto ne  fe nc e s line d  the  

ro a d s a nd  va rio us Ma yo wo o d  fa rms, a s we ll a s running  a lo ng  Sa le m ro a d  to  the  

ho me  o f Dr. He nry Plumme r, a no the r fo und e r o f the  Ma yo  C linic , in so uthwe st 

Ro c he ste r.   

The  sp ring  ho use  lo c a te d  b e twe e n the  ho use  a nd  the  la ke  ma y b e  the  o ld e st 

b uild ing  in the  Ma ywo o d  Histo ric  Distric t.  The  se c o nd  re sid e nc e  ind ic a te d  o n the  

1868 p la t ma p  a lso  wo uld  ha ve  b e e n c lo se  to  this struc ture , whic h p ro vid e s 

a c c e ss to  o ne  o f ma ny na tura l sp ring s in this a re a .   

Tho ug h its d o o r is missing , the  sp ring  ho use  a p p e a rs to  ha ve  b e e n re -p o inte d  a t 

so me  p o int in the  la st 30 ye a rs a nd  its d o me  ha s b e e n c o a te d  with c o nc re te .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sp ring  Ho use  
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Figure  3.  Vie w o f the  ho use  fro m the  Ma yo wo o d drive wa y. 

No te  the  “dra g o n to o th”  wa ll (se e  lo we r le ve l flo o r p lan fo r  

p ho to  va nta g e  p o int). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vie w o f Ma yo wo o d La ke  fro m the  site . 
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Building  e xte rio r 

This is a  two -a nd -a -ha lf sto ry, c ro ss-g a b le d  b ric k struc ture , c o nsisting  o f c o rne r 

ro o ms with c e ntra l c irc ula tio n ha lls a nd  sta irs.  The  re d  b ric k ma te ria l is a rra ng e d  

in a  va ria tio n o f the  Ame ric a n c o mmo n b o nd  p a tte rn, with six inste a d  o f five  

stre tc he r c o urse s a lte rna ting  with o ne  he a d e r c o urse .  In a re a s whe re  re p a ir ha s 

o c c urre d , he a d e r p ie c e s ha ve  b e e n ra nd o mly inse rte d .  Thic ke ne d  c o rne rs a t 

the  fro nt o f the  ho use  utilize  a  running  b o nd  p a tte rn a nd  the  e ntire  ho use  

d isp la ys flush mo rta r jo ints.   

A c e ntra l e ntry to we r, p re sume d  to  ha ve  b e e n a d d e d  in the  1880s, d o mina te s its 

fa ç a d e .  O the r a d d itio ns, inc lud ing  a  sing le  sta ll g a ra g e  who se  ro o f is use d  a s the  

fro nt te rra c e  a nd  a  p o rc h a d d itio n a t the  re a r o f the  b uild ing , a p p e a r to  ha ve  

b e e n a d d e d  in the  1930s. 

The  fo ur g a b le s me e t a t the  c e nte r o f the  ho use ’ s o rig ina l se c tio n, whe re  the re  is 

a  sma ll skylig ht.  The  fla t ro o fs o ve r the  sunro o m a d d itio n a nd  the  c e lla r a re  

c o ve re d  with ro lle d  a sp ha lt.  The  c e lla r ro o f ha s fa ile d  c o mp le te ly, e xp o sing  the  

inte rio r to  ra in a nd  sno w.  The  to we r ro o f ha s no t b e e n e xa mine d  a nd  is a ssume d  

to  b e  c o ve re d  with ro lle d  ro o fing  ma te ria l, a s we ll.   

 

No rth side  o f ho use .  The  lo we r le ve l e xte rio r wa ll is lime sto ne , a s is the  re st o f the  

ho use  fo unda tio n.  This sto ne  is ve ry simila r to  the  sto ne  use d to  c o nstruc t the  

sp ring  ho use  a nd fo unda tio n o f the  c e lla r. 
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Fig ure  4.  Vie w fro m ne a r the  sp ring  ho use  (se e  lo we r le ve l 

flo o r p la n fo r p ho to  va nta g e  p o int).  The  sunro o m wa s p a rt o f a  

1930s re mo de ling  a nd the  c e lla r wa s b uilt a t a n unkno wn da te .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No rth side  o f ho use , inc luding  the  g a ra g e .  
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So uthwe st vie w.  No te  the  ho use ’ s c ro ss g a b le d ro o f a nd the   

c e ntra l to we r, whic h ha s a  skylig ht. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So uthe a st vie w o f c o rne r de ta il.    
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Lo we r le ve l 

The  lo we r/ g ro und  le ve l ho ld s a  sing le  sta ll g a ra g e  with a c c e ss to  the  ho use , 

who se  p o ure d  c o nc re te  ro o f se rve s a s the  fro nt stre e t le ve l te rra c e .  Ad ja c e nt to  

the  g a ra g e  is a  c o ve re d  e ntry into  a  la rg e  re c ta ng ula r p a rlo r o r fa mily ro o m.   

This ro o m is in g o o d  c o nd itio n, with fla king  p a int ha ving  b e e n re mo ve d .  The  

fire p la c e  sits symme tric a lly b e twe e n two  wind o ws with fla nking  b o o kshe lve s.  

Be sid e s the  e xte rio r e ntry into  this ro o m, the re  a re  two  inte rio r d o o rs le a d ing  to  

the  c e ntra lize d  ha llwa y.  Also  o n this flo o r is a  full b a th a nd  kitc he n.   

A two -sto ry sunro o m, re p o rte d ly a d d e d  in the  la te  1930s o r e a rly 1940s, is 

a c c e sse d  fro m the  c e ntra l b a c k ha ll.  This p o rtio n o f the  ho use  is wo o d  fra me d  

a nd  c la d  with c e d a r sha ke s.  De sp ite  b e ing  ne we r tha n the  o rig ina l ho use , it is 

a rg ua b ly in wo rse  c o nd itio n.   

 

Fig ure  5. Lo we r le ve l fa mily ro o m.  The  fa r wa ll o rig ina lly wa s a n e xte rio r o ne  (se e  

lo we r le ve l flo o r p la n fo r p ho to  va nta g e  p o int). 
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Fig ure  6. Lo we r le ve l b a thro o m (se e  lo we r le ve l flo o r p la n  

fo r p ho to  vantag e  p o int). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig ure  7.  Lo we r le ve l kitc he n.  This is b e lie ve d to  b e  the   

o rig ina l kitc he n lo c a tio n (se e  lo we r le ve l flo o r p la n fo r p ho to   

va nta g e  p o int). 
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Figure  8. Lo we r le ve l sunro o m a dditio n.  The  e ntra nc e  to  the   

c e lla r is lo c a te d in the  c lo se t o n the  fa r wa ll (se e  lo we r le ve l 

flo o r p la n fo r p ho to  va nta g e  p o int). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lo we r le ve l utility ro o m  
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Lo we r le ve l e ntra nc e  fro m g a ra g e  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lo we r le ve l fa mily ro o m.  No te  the  c o nc e a lme nt o f p ip e s a nd  

ra dia to r within c a b ine try. 
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Main Le ve l 

Up  the  sta irs is the  ma in le ve l o f the  ho me , a c c e ssib le  ne a rly a t g ra d e  fro m two  

p o ints, the  fro nt ve ra nd a  a nd  the  re a r sunro o m p o rc h.  This le ve l ho sts a n e ntry 

ve stib ule , whic h is p a rt o f the  to we r a d d itio n.  Insid e , the re  is a  la rg e  p a rlo r with a  

fire p la c e .  To  the  rig ht o f the  fire p la c e , a n e xte rio r d o o rwa y ha s b e e n c o nve rte d  

to  a  b o o kshe lf. 

This ro o m c o nne c ts thro ug h Fre nc h d o o rs to  a  d ining  o r sle e p ing  ro o m, whic h a t 

o ne  time  le d  to  a  p a ntry o r c lo se t.  This d o o rwa y ha s b e e n fille d  in.  Thro ug h the  

c e ntra l ha llwa y the re  is a  ro o m fit o ut c urre ntly a s a  b a thro o m a nd  a c c e ss to  the  

up p e r sto ry o f the  sunro o m, whic h ha s a  kitc he n p a rtia lly inta c t. 

 

 

 

Fig ure  9.  Ma in flo o r living  ro o m.  During  the  1930s re mo de ling , the  do o rwa y to  

the  rig ht o f the  fire p la c e  wa s re mo ve d a nd re p la c e d with a  windo w.  It is 

p o ssib le  tha t the  o rig ina l windo ws ma y a lso  ha ve  b e e n re p la c e d a t this time  (se e  

lo we r le ve l flo o r p la n fo r p ho to  va nta g e  p o int). 
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Figure  10.  Ma in flo o r living  ro o m, lo o king  into  the  ma ste r 

b e dro o m (se e  ma in le ve l flo o r p la n fo r p ho to  va nta g e  p o int). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig ure  11.  Ma in flo o r living  ro o m, lo o king  into  the  fro nt ve stib ule . 

The  do o r to  the  rig ht o f the  ro o m’ s e ntra nc e  le a ds to  a  

c lo se t (se e  ma in le ve l flo o r p la n fo r p ho to  va nta g e  p o int). 
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Ma in flo o r living  ro o m do o r de ta il.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ma ste r b e d ro o m/ d ining  ro o m wa ll, sho wing  the  c lo se d  d o o rwa y.  
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Fig ure  12.  Kitc he n in the  ma in flo o r sunro o m a dditio n (se e  ma in  

le ve l flo o r p la n fo r p ho to  va nta g e  p o int). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kitc he n in the  ma in flo o r sunro o m a dditio n (a lte rnate  va nta g e   

p o int. 
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Uppe r Le ve l 

Up  the  sta irs fro m the  ma in le ve l o f the  ho me , a nd  a c c e ssib le  fro m a  sing le  p o int 

o f e ntry, is a  sta irc a se  fro m the  living  ro o m ha llwa y.  Ano the r sta irc a se  within the  

e ntry to we r wa s e nc lo se d  o r re mo ve d  d uring  the  1930s re no va tio n.  It is b e lie ve d  

tha t Ad o lp h Bie rma nn b uilt this a s a  me a ns to  a c c e ss his living  q ua rte rs witho ut 

d isturb ing  the  ho use ’ s o the r o c c up a nts o r invo lving  his visito rs with ho use ho ld  

a c tivitie s ho use .   

This le ve l ho sts fo ur c lo se ts, e a c h in a  c o rne r o f the  ho use .  The re  a re  a lso  two  

b e d ro o ms, o ne  b a thro o m a nd  a  c e ntra l ha llwa y.  The  la rg e r b e d ro o m wa s use d  

a s a  c hild re n’ s b e d ro o m b y Ne d  a nd  Rita  Ma yo , a  p a inting  stud io  b y Alic e  

Ma yo , a  se wing  ro o m b y Mrs. Pla nk, a nd , p re suma b ly, a  b e d ro o m a nd  sitting  

ro o m b y Ad o lp h Bie rma nn.  This is a  sp e c ta c ula r ro o m—the  la rg e st in ho use —

a nd  ha s a  c e ntra l skylig ht whe re  the  fo ur g a b le s me e t.  

 

 

 
 

Skylig ht in the  to we r additio n’ s up p e r le ve l b e dro o m 
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Sta irwa y fro m the  main flo o r to  the  up p e r le ve l 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Up p e r le ve l ha llwa y, lo o king  fro m the  la rg e st b e dro o m to  the  

sta irwe ll.  The  rig ht side  wa ll wa s a dde d a t a  la te r p o int, a nd is the  

p ro b a b le  c a use  o f struc tura l stre ss in the  ma in flo o r living  ro o m c e iling . 
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Fig ure  13.  Up p e r le ve l b a thro o m (se e  

up p e r le ve l flo o r p la n fo r p ho to  va nta g e  

po int). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig ure  14.  Up p e r le ve l b e dro o m (se e  

up p e r  le ve l flo o r p lan fo r p ho to  vantag e  

p o int). 
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Up p e r le ve l sma ll b e dro o m with c o rne r c lo se t 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Up p e r le ve l c lo se t c o rne r de ta il fro m sta irs ha llwa y 
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D.  EVALUATIO N O F SIG NIFICANCE 

 

Histo ric  re so urc e s g ive  a  c o mmunity a  se nse  o f its ind ivid ua l c ha ra c te r a nd  

va lue s, a nd  he lp  to  d isting uish it fro m o the r p la c e s.  Awa re ne ss o f a  sp e c ific  site  

o r struc ture ’ s histo ric  c o nte xt g ive s insig ht into  the  re a so ns fo r p re se rving  it, o fte n 

sug g e sts a p p ro p ria te  wa ys fo r it to  b e  re -use d , a nd  c a n p ro vid e  g uid e line s fo r 

re sto ra tio n, c o nse rva tio n, a nd  inte rp re ta tio n o f site s.  G e ne ra lly, histo ric  struc ture s 

like  the  Bie rma nn ho use  a re  sig nific a nt if the y typ ify p a rtic ula r a rc hite c tura l style s 

o r c o nstruc tio n me tho d s, if the y ha ve  b e e n use d  b y p e o p le  who  a re  a sso c ia te d  

with imp o rta nt e ve nts, o r if the y re p re se nt o r ha ve  b e e n p a rt o f imp o rta nt 

histo ric a l tre nd s.  Thro ug h its o wne rs, the  Bie rma nn fa rmste a d  c a n b e  a sso c ia te d  

with se ve ra l imp o rta nt histo ric  c o nte xts tha t g ive  it va lue  a nd  me a ning . 

 

 

1. The  Evo lutio n o f Minne so ta Ag ric ulture  

 

Ina smuc h a s this site  wa s d e ve lo p e d  a s a  fa rmste a d  d uring  the  e a rlie st d a ys o f 

Minne so ta  histo ry a nd  its struc ture s we re  use d  suc c e ssive ly b y the  Ha rmo n fa mily 

a nd  the ir mo rtg a g e  ho ld e rs, Ad o lp h Bie rma nn a nd  his te na nt fa rme rs, a nd  the  

sta ff a nd  ma na g e me nt o f the  c o mp le x a g ric ultura l e nte rp rise  tha t wa s 

Ma yo wo o d , this fa rmste a d  re p re se nts the  e vo lutio n o f so uthe a ste rn Minne so ta  

a g ric ulture .  As fa rms a nd  the  ma rke ts the y se rve d  e xp a nd e d  d uring  Minne so ta ’ s 

first c e ntury, this ind ustry wa s tra nsfo rme d  fro m the  sub siste nc e  fa rming  o f e a rly 

se ttle rs like  the  Willia ms fa mily, a nd  the  whe a t mo no c ulture  tha t to o k ho ld  in the  

1860s, to  the  d ive rsifie d  c ro p  a nd  d a iry p ro d uc tio n c o mmo n d uring  the  e ra  o f 

Ad o lp h Bie rma nn’ s o wne rship .  This le d  to  the  p re d o mina nc e  o f d a iry p ro d uc tio n 

in the  re g io n, the  wid e sp re a d  use  o f sc ie ntific  fa rming  me tho d s a nd  the  g ro wth 

o f la rg e -sc a le  fa rming  o p e ra tio ns, a s e xe mp lifie d  in Dr. Cha rlie  Ma yo ’ s 

Ma yo wo o d  fa rms.  Furthe r re se a rc h ma y he lp  to  stre ng the n this c o nte xt o f 

sig nific a nc e  if mo re  is le a rne d  a b o ut the  Ha rmo ns’  o wne rship  e ra , e sp e c ia lly if 

the  sto ne  b a rn o n the  Ivy Lo d g e  p ro p e rty a nd  the  sp ring  ho use  o n the  Bie rma nn 

p ro p e rty c a n b e  linke d  to  o wne rs p re d a ting  the  Ma yo s.   

 

The  sto ry o f this fa rmste a d  is a  va lua b le  c o unte rp o int to  the  o ne  re p re se nte d  b y 

the  ne ig hb o ring  G e o rg e  Sto p p e l fa rm, o wne d  b y the  Histo ry Ce nte r o f O lmste d  

Co unty a nd  a lso  liste d  in the  Na tio na l Re g iste r o f Histo ric  Pla c e s.  The  Sto p p e l 

a nd  the  Willia ms fa milie s wo uld  ha ve  ho me ste a d e d  the ir la nd  a t a b o ut the  sa me  

time , we re  b o th re c e nt Ame ric a n immig ra nts, a nd  wo uld  ha ve  ra ise d  simila r 

c ro p s und e r simila r c o nd itio ns.  But, o ve r the  lo ng  te rm, the  fa rms to o k d ive rg e nt 

p a ths.  While  the  Sto p p e ls re ma ine d  fo r g e ne ra tio ns o n the ir la nd , a nd  c o ntinue d  

to  wo rk the  fa rm fo r the ir live liho o d , the  Willia ms fa mily sa w fina nc ia l o p p o rtunity 

in se lling  the ir ne wly-e sta b lishe d  fa rm to  a  la nd  b ro ke r a nd  mo ving  o n to  sta rt 

a ne w.  Sub se q ue nt o wne rs c o ntinue d  to  tra d e  a nd  ma na g e  the  p ro p e rty a s a n 

inve stme nt until the  Ma yo  e ra , whe n, like  the  Sto p p e l fa rm b e fo re  it, it a c q uire d  a  

mo re  ling e ring  sta tus a s a  fa mily se a t. 
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2. The  May o wo o d Estate  

 

The  Bie rma nn fa rmste a d  a lso  ha s sig nific a nc e  a s a  c o ntrib uting  p a rt o f the  

na tio na lly-sig nific a nt Ma yo wo o d  e sta te , ho me  to  thre e  g e ne ra tio ns o f Dr. C ha rlie  

Ma yo ’ s fa mily.  Sp e c ific a lly, its sig nific a nc e  within this c o nte xt d e rive s fro m its use  

to  ho use  sta ff a nd  se ve ra l g e ne ra tio ns o f fa mily me mb e rs—e sp e c ia lly Che ste r 

Pla nk, who  ma na g e d  the  fa rms fo r mo re  tha n twe nty ye a rs, a nd  his wife  Lillie , 

who  live d  in the  ho use  fo r a  lo ng e r te rm tha n a ny o f its o the r o c c up a nts.   

 

Esse ntia l to  a n und e rsta nd ing  o f Dr. Cha rlie ’ s life style  a nd  va lue s, Ma yo wo o d  

p ro vid e s muc h insig ht into  the  c ha ra c te r o f a  ma n who  is wid e ly re c o g nize d  a s 

o ne  o f the  fo und e rs o f the  inte g ra te d  me d ic a l p ra c tic e  tha t is no w a  re c o g nize d  

sta nd a rd .  In this se nse , it is na tio na lly—if no t inte rna tio na lly—sig nific a nt.  

Ma yo wo o d ’ s sig nific a nc e  in this c o nte xt wa s the  b a sis fo r the  ma in re sid e nc e ’ s 

listing  in the  Na tio na l Re g iste r o f Histo ric  Pla c e s in 1970 a nd  fo r the  listing  o f the  

Ma yo wo o d  Histo ric  Distric t, whic h inc lud e s the  Bie rma nn ho use , in 1982.   

 

Sinc e  tha t time , o the r c o nte xts fo r Ma yo wo o d ’ s sig nific a nc e  ha ve  b e e n 

p ro p o se d .  O ne  furthe r c o nte xt o f na tio na l sig nific a nc e  is the  Ame ric a n Co untry 

Life  mo ve me nt o f the  e a rly twe ntie th c e ntury, whic h p ro mo te d  the  d e ve lo p me nt 

o f rura l e sta te s a c c o rd ing  to  sc ie ntific  fa rming  p rinc ip le s a nd  a e sthe tic  c rite ria .  

The  fa rming , ho rtic ultura l a nd  la nd sc a p e  d e sig n p ra c tic e s a t Ma yo wo o d  d uring  

Dr. Cha rlie ’ s life time  re fle c t the  hig he st sta nd a rd  o f sc ie ntific  re se a rc h o f his e ra , 

a s we ll a s a  se nsitivity to  the  a e sthe tic s o f la nd sc a p e  d e sig n tha t is c o nsiste nt with 

the  C o untry Life  mo ve me nt a nd  inc o rp o ra te s e le me nts o f Eng lish, Ita lia n a nd  

Ja p a ne se  g a rd e n d e sig n.41  

 

Ina smuc h a s the  Ma yo  fa mily wa s re sp o nsib le  fo r the  e sta b lishme nt o f 

innume ra b le  p ub lic  p ro g ra ms, institutio ns a nd  fa c ilitie s lo c a lly, Ma yo wo o d  a lso  

ha s re g io na l sig nific a nc e .  Initia tive s tha t a re  mo st c lo se ly a sso c ia te d  with 

Ma yo wo o d  inc lud e  the  a g ric ultura l e xp e rime nts a nd  d e mo nstra tio n p ro je c ts 

me ntio ne d  e a rlie r, whic h le d  d ire c tly to  a d va nc e s in p ub lic  he a lth.  During  the  

e a rly d e c a d e s o f the  twe ntie th c e ntury, sta nd a rd s o f sa nita tio n tha t a re  no w 

ta ke n fo r g ra nte d  we re  still vie we d  with a  c e rta in a mo unt o f ske p tic ism.  

Ma yo wo o d  Fa rms’  mo d e l d a iry o p e ra tio n a nd  Dr. Cha rlie ’ s p ro je c t to  re c yc le  

fo o d  wa ste  a s ho g  fe e d  d e mo nstra te d  the ir a c hie va b ility a nd  va lue , he lp ing  to  

e d uc a te  the  p ub lic  a t a  time  whe n Dr. Cha rlie  a lso  wa s using  his influe nc e  to  

imp ro ve  lo c a l sa nita tio n re g ula tio ns. 

 

As p a rt o f a  sta te wid e  surve y o f histo ric  re so urc e s, the  Ma yo wo o d  Histo ric  Distric t 

wa s c re a te d  in 1982 a nd  liste d  in the  Na tio na l Re g iste r o f Histo ric  Pla c e s.  The  

Distric t c o nsists o f a  se c tio n o f the  Ma yo wo o d  e sta te  tha t a mo unts to  a b o ut 120 

a c re s, a lo ng  with va rio us struc ture s o n it.  The se  inc lud e  the  Ma yo  fa mily’ s 

p rinc ip a l re sid e nc e , the  Ivy Lo d g e  c o mp le x, the  Fa rm Numb e r O ne  c o mp le x, the  

g re e nho use  c o mp le x, the  Ma yo wo o d  b rid g e  a nd  d a m, a nd  the  Bie rma nn 

ho use .  All o f the se  struc ture s p la ye d  d istinc t ro le s in the  e vo lutio n o f Ma yo wo o d  
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a nd  a re  imp o rta nt to  the  und e rsta nd ing  o f its o p e ra tio ns a nd  the  Ma yo wo o d  

re sid e nts who  we re  e ng a g e d  in the m. 

 

 

3. Patte rns o f De ve lo pme nt in Early  So uthe ast Minne so ta 

 

The  Bie rma nn p ro p e rty a lso  is sig nific a nt fo r its a sso c ia tio n to  the  e a rly histo ry a nd  

g ro wth o f so uthe a st Minne so ta .  It re la te s to  the  initia l se ttle me nt o f the  re g io n 

a nd  the  d e ve lo p me nt o f Ro c he ste r To wnship  thro ug h its o wne rs:  the  Willia ms 

fa mily, ha rd sc ra b b le  We lsh immig ra nts who  ho me ste a d e d  the  site  a nd  e xp lo ite d  

its a p p re c ia te d  va lue ; Jo hn Ha rmo n, a  Ne w Eng la nd  fa rme r a nd  b usine ssma n 

re sp o nd ing  to  a g g re ssive  ma rke ting  b y p urc ha sing  inve stme nt p ro p e rty a nd  

ra ising  a  c a sh c ro p  b e fo re  mo ving  o n; a nd  Ad o lp h Bie rma nn, a  No rwe g ia n 

immig ra nt who  sub -c o ntra c te d  fa rm la b o r so  he  c o uld  p ursue  his p o litic a l 

a mb itio ns.   

 

As we ll, the  p o litic a l c a re e rs o f b o th Ha rmo n, a n e le c te d  o ffic ia l o f Ro c he ste r 

To wnship  o ffic ia l in the  first ye a rs o f its histo ry, a nd  Bie rma nn, a c tive  in the  e a rly 

Minne so ta  De mo c ra tic  p a rty (a  p re c urso r o f the  mo d e rn De mo c ra tic  Fa rme r 

La b o r p a rty), a sso c ia te  the  p ro p e rty with the  d e ve lo p me nt o f g o ve rnme nt in 

b o th O lmste d  C o unty a nd  the  sta te  o f Minne so ta .  This a sso c ia tio n is c o ntinue d , 

a ltho ug h mo re  ind ire c tly, thro ug h Dr. Cha rlie  Ma yo ’ s o wne rship  o f the  p ro p e rty 

a nd  his ro le  in lo c a l p ub lic  he a lth a nd  o the r fo rms o f c ivic  e ng a g e me nt. � 
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E. Condition Asse ssme nt 

This struc ture  is in fa ir to  g o o d  c o nd itio n o ve ra ll, with a n und e rsto o d  ne e d  fo r 

so me  re info rc e me nt a nd  a tte ntio n to  o ve rd ue  ma inte na nc e .  The  fo llo wing  a re  

g e ne ra l a re a s o f c o nc e rn: 

 

Site .  The  p o rtio ns o f the  “ d ra g o n to o th”  wa ll a d ja c e nt to  the  Bie rma nn 

Ho use  a re  in p o o r, b ut sa lva g e a b le , c o nd itio n.  The  la nd sc a p e  a nd  

g ro und s a re , fo r the  mo st p a rt, unte nd e d  a nd  o ve rg ro wn with we e d s a nd  

sc rub  b rush.  As we ll, e xisting  tre e s a nd  b ushe s a re  to o  c lo se  to  the  ho use .  

The  d rive wa y is in fa ir c o nd itio n.   

 

Exte rior Ma sonry.  The  e xte rio r lime sto ne  fo und a tio n a nd  b ric kwo rk is in 

ro ug h c o nd itio n.  The re  a re  ma ny c ra c ks b e lie ve d  to  ha ve  b e e n c a use d  

b y the  se ttling  o f the  ho use  o ve r the  ye a rs.  The re  is e vid e nc e  o f 

e fflo re sc e nc e  d ue  to  wa te r infiltra tio n, p e rha p s fro m le a ks in the  ro o f, 

c ra c ks in the  b ric k a nd / o r missing  a nd  c ra c ke d  mo to r jo ints.       

 

 

Fig ure  15: No rth wa ll sho wing  e xte rio r (se e  lo we r le ve l flo o r p la n fo r p ho to  

va nta g e  p o int). 
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Struc ture .  Se ve ra l p ro b le m a re a s p a rtic ula rly ne e d  furthe r stud y:  a  la rg e  

c ra c k in the  living  ro o m c e iling  a nd  the  no rthe a st c o rne r o f the  ma in le ve l 

b e d ro o m, whic h se e ms to  b e  mo ving .  The  p o ure d  c o nc re te  te rra c e , 

whic h is a lso  the  ro o f o f the  g a ra g e , is sho wing  sig ns o f d istre ss a nd  we a r.  

The re  is a c tive  sp a lling  o f the  c o nc re te , with e xp o se d  re b a r in ma ny a re a s.   

 

The  sto ne  fo und a tio n und e r the  so uth e nd  o f the  ste p s a nd  te rra c e  is 

c rumb ling  a nd  ma y a lso  re q uire  o b se rva tio n.  Two  sta b ilizing  a nc ho rs in 

the  e ntra nc e  to we r a d d itio n a re  b e lie ve d  to  ha ve  b e e n insta lle d  d uring  

the  1930s re mo d e ling  ma y ne e d  to  b e  lo o ke d  a t, a s we ll, to  c o nsid e r the  

the o ry tha t re mo va l o f the  to we r sta irwa y ma y ha ve  c re a te d  the  ne e d  fo r 

the  a nc ho rs.   

 

 

 

Ma in flo o r living  ro o m sho wing  c ra c ke d p la ste r a nd sa g  in c e iling .  The  wa ll 

a b o ve , p ro b a b ly a dde d during  re mo de ling , unduly transfe rs the  ro o f lo a d to  

jo ists in the  flo o r/ c e iling  a sse mb ly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALIGNS WITH 
WALL ABOVE 
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No rthe a st c o rne r o f ma in flo o r b e dro o m.  This c o rne r a p p e a rs to  ha ve   

mo ve d, o r is mo ving .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crumb ling  fro nt ste p s a nd fo undatio n 
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Crumb ling  lime sto ne  fo unda tio n unde r c o nc re te  te rra c e   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sta b ilizing  a nc ho rs in the  

e ntra nc e  to we r a dditio n  
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Roofing .  The  ro o f o ve r the  ma in se c tio n o f the  ho use , the  e ntra nc e  to we r 

ro o f a nd  two  fla t ro o fs o ve r the  c e lla r a nd  sunro o m a re  in p o o r c o nd itio n.  

The re  a re  a c tive  le a ks a nd  e vid e nc e  o f wa te r d a ma g e  in the  up sta irs 

b e d ro o m a nd  a  sma ll tre e  g ro wing  o ut o f the  so uth e nd  g a b le .  The  c e lla r 

ro o f ha s a  g a p ing  ho le , a p p ro xima te ly two  fe e t sq ua re .  The  ro o f trim a nd  

fa sc ia  a re  in p o o r c o nd itio n, with g a p s tha t a llo w fo r wa te r infiltra tio n.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wate r da ma g e  in up sta irs b e dro o m c e iling   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exte rio r g a b le  de ta il, sho wing  trim se p a ra tio n.  

So me  o f the  c ra c king  a nd shifting  a p p e a rs to   

ha ve  b e e n c a use d b y se ttling .  Cra c k mo nito rs  

ne e d to  b e  insta lle d a nd mo nito re d to   

unde rsta nd whe the r c ra c ks a re  a c tive .  
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Fig ure  16.  Co lla p se d ro o f o n c e lla r (se e  lo we r le ve l flo o r p la n  

fo r p ho to  vantag e  p o int). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sma ll tre e s g ro wing  o ut o f g a b le  ro o f 
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Syste ms.  Plumb ing  ha s b e e n d isa b le d  sinc e  a  p ip e  b urst in the  ma in flo o r 

b a thro o m.  Me c ha nic a l a nd  e le c tric a l syste ms a re  no  lo ng e r o p e ra tio na l 

a nd  the  e le c tric  p o we r a nd  g a s ha ve  b e e n turne d  o ff.  The re  is no  lo ng e r 

a ny running  wa te r in the  ho use , whic h is c urre ntly no t c o nd itio ne d  a nd  

ha s no t b e e n use d  fo r o ve r a  d e c a d e . 

   

Wate r se rvic e  to  the  ho use  wa s disc o nne c te d whe n p ip e s fro ze  a nd  

b urst in 1999.     
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Disc o nne c te d e le c tric a l se rvic e  

 

 

 

 
 

Me c ha nic a l ro o m 
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Inte rior.  De fe rre d  ma inte na nc e , la c k o f c lima te  c o ntro l, wa te r infiltra tio n, 

a b use  b y re nte rs, a nd  the  c urre nt la c k o f fund s fo r a ny ma inte na nc e  ha ve  a ll 

ha d  a  ve ry ne g a tive  e ffe c t o n the  inte rio r o f the  ho use .  Co ntrib uting  fa c to rs, like  

the  la c k o f e le c tric ity, running  wa te r a nd  c lima te  c o ntro l, ha ve  limite d  the  Histo ry 

C e nte r o f O lmste d  C o unty’ s a b ility to  ma inta in the  ho use .  

 

Curre ntly, e ve ry syste m in the  ho use  ne e d s a tte ntio n.  The re  a re  sp e c ific  

p ro b le ms c a use d  b y the  la c k o f c lima te  c o ntro l tha t ha ve  d a ma g e d  p a inte d  

wa lls, wa ll p a p e rs, wo o d  trim, d o o rs a nd  c a b ine ts thro ug ho ut the  ho use .  The  

kitc he n a p p lia nc e s re ma ining  in the  ho use  no  lo ng e r wo rk. � 

 

Fig ure  17.  Mo isture  intrusio n a nd its e ffe c ts o n p a int a nd p la ste r in the  lo we r le ve l 

kitc he n (se e  lo we r le ve l flo o r p lan fo r p ho to  va nta g e  po int). 
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Ma in flo o r kitc he n 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Up p e r le ve l ha llwa y c e iling  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lo we r le ve l kitc he n c e iling  
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PART 2:  TREATMENT AND WO RK RECO MMENDATIO NS 

The re  a re  ma ny c o nsid e ra tio ns invo lve d  in p re se rva tio n p la nning  fo r the  

Bie rma nn Ho use .  O utline d  b e lo w a re  so me  o f the se . 

Be ne fits: 

• The  Bie rma nn ho use , a s we ll a s the  o rig ina l b uild ing s a nd  struc ture s o f 

Ma yo wo o d  fa rms numb e rs 1 a nd  2, the  g re e nho use  c o mp le x, the  

“ d ra g o n to o th”  wa lls, Ma yo wo o d ’ s p rinc ip a l re sid e nc e  a nd  its histo ric  

g a rd e ns, a nd  Ma yo wo o d  La ke  with its WPA b rid g e  a nd  d a m, o ffe r 

sig nific a nt e d uc a tio na l a nd  c ultura l to urism o p p o rtunitie s.  If a  

c o mp re he nsive  p re se rva tio n, re sto ra tio n a nd  re -use  p la n we re  

imp le me nte d , the  Ma yo wo o d  Histo ric  Distric t c o uld  b e c o me  o ne  o f the  

mo st imp o rta nt d e stina tio n a ttra c tio ns in Minne so ta .     

• Asso c ia te d  with wo rking  fa rms fro m the  e a rly 1850s to  the  1960s, the  site  

d e rive s sig nific a nc e  fro m its c o nne c tio n to  so me  o f Ro c he ste r’ s e a rlie st 

p io ne e r fa milie s.  The  Bie rma nn ho use  a nd  its site  e mb o d y the  e vo lutio n o f 

Minne so ta  fa rming  fro m the  sub siste nc e  e ra  o f 1853, thro ug h the  whe a t 

fa rming  mo no c ulture  o f the  1870s a nd  la te r c ro p  d ive rsific a tio n, to  the  

sc ie ntific  a g ric ultura l te c hniq ue s a nd  ind ustria l sc a le  o f Ma yo wo o d  Fa rms.   

• The  a rc hite c tura l style  o f the  Bie rma nn ho use  d a te s b a c k to  the  1860s a nd  

is d istinc tive , e sp e c ia lly in c o ntra st to  the  style  o f Ivy Lo d g e  a nd  the  

Ma yo wo o d  re sid e nc e .  It thus p ro vid e s its o wn uniq ue  fla vo r to  the  d istric t. 

• The  Bie rma nn ho use  wa s a n inte g ra l p a rt o f the  Ma yo wo o d  e sta te ’ s 

d e ve lo p me nt a nd  the  b irth o f the  Ma yo  fa mily’ s c o untry life style .  As a  

func tio na l c o mp o ne nt o f the  e sta te ’ s o p e ra tio n, the  ho use  c o ntrib ute s to  

a n und e rsta nd ing  o f Dr. Cha rle s Ma yo ’ s life style  a nd  va lue s, a nd  p re se nts 

a n o p p o rtunity to  le a rn a b o ut his fa mily’ s wa y o f life .   

Cha lle ng e s: 

• The  c urre nt o wne rship /  le a se  a g re e me nt ha s hind e re d  a ny re ha b ilita tio n 

o r use  o f the  struc ture . 

• The re  is no  inte rp re ta tio n o f the  ho use  a t its p ro mine nt p o sitio n in the  

Ma yo wo o d  Histo ric  Distric t. 

• De fe rre d  ma inte na nc e  ha s le d  to  se rio us b uild ing  issue s. 

• Site  a c c e ss is c o nfusing  a nd  va g ue , b o th to  Ma yo wo o d  a s we ll a s to  the  

Bie rma nn Ho use .  ADA a c c e ss is no n-e xiste nt a nd  will ne e d  b e  

inc o rp o ra te d  if the  site  is to  func tio n a s a  to ur d e stina tio n.  This is true  

thro ug ho ut the  g ro und s. 
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Historic  Pre se rva tion obje c tive s 

This re p o rt ha s unc o ve re d  suffic ie nt e vid e nc e  to  sup p o rt re sto ring  the  ho me  to  its 

c o nd itio n in the  la te  1930s, a fte r the  Ma yo  fa mily und e rto o k a  sig nific a nt re mo d e l 

o f the  ho use  to  a c c o mmo d a te  Alic e  Ma yo ’ s p a re nts mo ving  to  the  e sta te .  This 

mig ht e nta il re mo va l o f fixture s a nd  finishe s a d d e d  a fte r tha t d a te , a nd  the  

re p a ir a nd  re c o nd itio ning  o f o rig ina l ma te ria ls a nd  finishe s.   

Re quire me nts fo r Wo rk 

Co de  c o mp lia nc e :  This struc ture  wo uld  b e  c o nsid e re d  a  B(Busine ss) O c c up a nc y 

fo r so me  p ro p o se d  re -use s.  The  c o nstruc tio n is p rima rily ma so nry with wo o d  

inte rio r p a rtitio n wa lls, whic h c la ssifie s it a s a  typ e  V-N.  The  b a se  a llo wa b le  a re a  

fo r c o nstruc tio n o f a  B O c c up a nc y is 8,000 sq ua re  fe e t, a nd  the  Bie rma nn ho use  

is we ll und e r tha t limit.  In a d d itio n, the  ho use  d o e s no t e xc e e d  the  ma ximum two  

sto rie s a b o ve  g ra d e . 

Ac c e ssib ility:  Ac c e ssib ility is a n issue  fo r this p ro p e rty a nd , using  the  Guide line s fo r 

the  Re ha b ilita tio n fo r Existing  Building s p ub lishe d  b y the  Inte rna tio na l Co d e  

Co unc il in 2004 a nd  a d o p te d  a s Co d e  b y the  Minne so ta  Sta te  Le g isla ture  in 

Minne so ta  Rule s 1311, a n a c c e ssib ility p la n sho uld  b e  d e ve lo p e d  to  p ro vid e  

a c c e ss to  mo st o f the  inte rio r. 42  With a ny a d d itio n o f p ub lic  re stro o ms, to ile t 

ro o m a c c e ssib ility wo uld  ne e d  to  b e  a d d re sse d .  

As a  re nta l ho me , the  ADA re q uire me nts a re  le ss string e nt.  Ho we ve r, fo re tho ug ht 

re g a rd ing  the  future  o f the  ho me , a s we ll a s ma king  it a c c e ssib le  to  a ll use rs, 

sho uld  b e  c o nsid e re d . 

The  fo llo wing  flo o r p la ns ha ve  b e e n d e ve lo p e d  with a n und e rsta nd ing  o f the  

p o te ntia l use s b e ing  p ro p o se d  fo r the  p ro p e rty. 

 

Wo rk Re c o mme ndatio ns and Alte rnative s 

The  fo llo wing  sp re a d she e t furthe r e xp la ins the  wo rk re fe re nc e d  in the  

a rc hite c tura l d ra wing  no te s, a s we ll a s in the  c o nd itio n a sse ssme nt.  In a ll, 

p re se rva tio n, re sto ra tio n, o r re p a ir o f e xisting  ma te ria ls sho uld  b e  a tte mp te d  

b e fo re  re p la c e me nt is c o nsid e re d .  

The  hig he st p rio rity fo r this re sto ra tio n p ro je c t is to  p re ve nt the  b uild ing  fro m 

furthe r d a ma g e .  To  a c hie ve  this, the  b uild ing  e nve lo p e  ne e d s to  b e  se a le d  

thro ug h the  re p la c e me nt o f the  c e d a r sha ke  a nd  fla t ro o fs a nd  the  re sto ra tio n 

a nd  re p a ir o f a ll wind o ws a nd  d o o rs.  In a d d itio n, the  ro o f struc ture  o f the  c e lla r 

ne e d s re c o nstruc tio n. 

Struc tura l re p a ir a nd  ma so nry re -p o inting  is ne e d e d  thro ug ho ut the  e xte rio r, 

inc lud ing  re p a iring  g a p s in the  fa sc ia  a nd  c o mp le te  trim re sto ra tio n.  Issue s with 

the  struc ture  a re  ma inly in the  d e te rio ra te d  b ric k, whic h fo rms the  struc ture  a s 

we ll a s the  c la d d ing .  So me  o f the  c ra c king  a nd  shifting  a p p e a rs to  ha ve  b e e n 

c a use d  b y se ttling .  The  re ma ining  q ue stio n is whe n se ttle me nt o c c urre d , o r if the  
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ho use  is still shifting .  The  use  o f c ra c k mo nito rs to  mo nito r c urre nt a c tivity wo uld  

b e  use ful. 

Ac hie ving  a nd  ma inta ining  a  c o nsiste nt ye a r ro und  te mp e ra ture  wo uld  b e ne fit 

struc ture  c o mp o ne nts a nd  finishe s.  Sinc e  the  ho me  is no t se c ure , re lia b le  lo c ks 

a nd  a  se c urity syste m sho uld  b e  insta lle d  fo r va nd a lism p re ve ntio n, in a d d itio n to  

a ir-tig ht wind o ws a nd  d o o r se a ls fo r c lima te  a nd  p e st c o ntro l.  Fire  p ro te c tio n 

sho uld  a lso  b e  c o nsid e re d . 

In the  lo ng e r te rm, whe n p re se rva tio n o b je c tive s a re  b e tte r d e fine d , the  issue s o f 

c o d e  c o mp lia nc e  a nd  a c c e ssib ility d isc usse d  e a rlie r sho uld  b e  c o nsid e re d .  At a  

minimum, the  sta irs a t the  te rra c e  will ne e d  re c o nstruc tio n.  If the  b uild ing  is to  b e  

re ha b ilita te d  a s a  p ub lic  fa c ility, with the  a tte nd a nt re q uire me nt fo r a c c e ssib ility, 

the re  is g ra d e  a c c e ss a t the  lo we r le ve l wa lko ut a nd  the  no w-c lo se d  ma in le ve l 

e ntra nc e .  Also , re c o nstruc tio n o f the  sunro o m a d d itio n in the  b a c k o f the  ho use  

ma y b e  a n o p p o rtunity to  inc o rp o ra te  a c c e ssib ility.  Its re ha b ilita tio n sho uld  b e  

c o nsid e re d  with re g a rd  to  the  p ro p o se d  use  o f the  ho use . 

Pro je c ts wo rthy o f future  c o nsid e ra tio n a t the  site  inc lud e  the  re sto ra tio n o f the  

sto ne  “ d ra g o n to o th”  wa lls, a d d itio na l histo ric a l wo rk to  p ut the  ho use  into  the  

c o nte xt o f Ame ric a n a rc hite c tura l histo ry, a nd  a rc hite c tura l a nd  a rc he o lo g ic a l 

stud y o f the  sp ring  ho use , a s we ll a s the  sto ne  b a rn in the  Ivy Lo d g e  c o mp le x, to  

le a rn mo re  a b o ut the ir c o nstruc tio n histo ry.  Sinc e  the re  a re  no  re c o rd s o f so il o r 

hyd ro g e o lo g ic a l stud ie s, suc h wo rk c o uld  b e  und e rta ke n to  id e ntify issue s with 

the  ho me ’ s hillsid e  se tting , ro a d sid e  p ro ximity, a nd  the  p re se nc e  o f va rio us 

stre a ms a nd  c iste rns ne a rb y. 

 

Site .  The  “ d ra g o n to o th”  sto ne  wa lls o n the  p ro p e rty sho uld  b e  c le a ne d  

a nd  re -p o inte d , a nd  a ny missing  e le me nts sho uld  b e  re p la c e d .  The  

la nd sc a p e  a nd  g ro und s ne e d  to  b e  te nd e d  to , a nd  und e sira b le  we e d s, 

sc rub  b rush a nd  tre e s sho uld  b e  re mo ve d .  The  tre e s a nd  b ushe s tha t a re  

to o  c lo se  to  the  ho use  ne e d  to  b e  re mo ve d  o r trimme d  b a c k.  The  

d rive wa y ne e d s to  b e  c le a ne d , re p a ire d  a s ne e d e d , a nd  a  ne w se a l 

c o a ting  a p p lie d .  A c ultura l la nd sc a p e  re p o rt sho uld  b e  c o nsid e re d , a s 

sho uld  a n a rc he o lo g ic a l surve y to  lo c a te  the  o rig ina l site  o f the  Willia ms 

lo g  c a b in a nd  o the r o utb uild ing s.      

 

Exte rior Ma sonry.  The  lime sto ne  a nd  b ric k ne e d  to  b e  c le a ne d , using  the  

le a st a g g re ssive  me tho d  p o ssib le .  So urc e s o f wa te r infiltra tio n a nd  

c o nse q ue nt e fflo re sc e nc e  ne e d  to  b e  a d d re sse d .  Da ma g e d  b ric ks ne e d  

to  b e  re p la c e d , a nd  c ra c ks re p a ire d .  The  b ric k e xte rio r wa lls a nd  

lime sto ne  fo und a tio ns sho uld  b e  re p a ire d  a nd  re -p o inte d .  The  ro o f le a ks 

ne e d  to  b e  sto p p e d  b y re p a ir o r ro o f re p la c e me nt, a nd  the  fa sc ia  

se p a ra tio n o n the  no rth g a b le  ne e d s to  b e  re p a ire d .  The  insta lla tio n o f 

e a ve s a nd  d o wnsp o uts wo uld  he lp  mo ve  wa te r a wa y fro m the  sid e s o f 

the  ho use  a nd  fo und a tio ns a nd , the re fo re , is re c o mme nd e d .       
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Struc ture .  The  la rg e  c ra c k in the  living  ro o m c e iling  sho uld  b e  e xa mine d  

furthe r a nd  re p a ire d .  As we ll, it wo uld  b e  b e ne fic ia l to  e xp lo re  o p e ning  

the  third  flo o r fra ming  to  inve stig a te  the  sa g  in the  living  ro o m c e iling , 

whic h ma y ha ve  b e e n c a use d  b y se ttling  o f the  fo und a tio n, the  re mo va l 

o f a  lo a d  b e a ring  wa ll d uring  the  1930s re mo d e l, o r the  a d d itio n o f a  wa ll 

o r struc ture  d ire c tly a b o ve  the  c e iling .  The  sa g  in the  no rthe a st c o rne r o f 

the  first flo o r b e d ro o m ma y a lso  ha ve  b e e n c a use d  b y a  se ttling  o r shifting  

p ro b le m a nd  sho uld  to  b e  mo nito re d  to  se e  if the re  is o ng o ing  mo ve me nt.  

The  two  sta b ilizing  a nc ho rs in the  e ntra nc e  to we r a d d itio n ne e d  to  b e  

e xa mine d  to  ma ke  sure  the re  a re  still in g o o d  c o nd itio n a nd  func tio ning  

a s e xp e c te d .  The  fro nt te rra c e ’ s sto ne  fo und a tio n a lso  ne e d s re p a ir, a nd  

the  fro nt ste p s ne e d  re p la c ing .   

 

Roofing . The  ma in ro o f, c urre ntly c o ve re d  with a sp ha lt shing le s, ne e d s to  

b e  re p la c e d  a nd  ma y ne e d  ne w d e c king .  He a vy c e d a r sha ke s sho uld  b e  

sp e c ifie d  a s re p la c e me nt shing le s.  In a d d itio n, the  e ntra nc e  to we r ro o f 

a nd  the  two  fla t ro o fs ne e d  to  b e  re p la c e d .  The  fa sc ia  a nd  trim c o nc e rns, 

a s we ll a s the  sa g  in the  c e iling  in the  living  ro o m, sho uld  a lso  b e  

a d d re sse d  a s p a rt o f ro o f re p la c e me nt.   

 

Syste ms.  A ne w e le c tric a l se rvic e  sho uld  b e  insta lle d , a nd  a ll e le c tric  

wiring  re p a ire d  o r re p la c e d .  The  wa te r p ip e s fro m the  sha re d  we ll, a s we ll 

a s the  ind o o r p lumb ing , sho uld  b e  insp e c te d  a nd  re p a ire d  o r re p la c e d , a s 

ne e d e d , b e fo re  b e ing  p ut b a c k into  se rvic e .  A ne w HVAC  syste m a lso  

sho uld  b e  insta lle d , with the  typ e  o f syste m insta lle d  b e ing  info rme d  b y the  

p la nne d  re -use  o f the  b uild ing .  The  p o ssib ility o f insta lling  a  fire  

sup p re ssio n syste m sho uld  b e  e xp lo re d  a s a n a d d itio na l me a ns o f 

p ro te c tio n. � 
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